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Dear Friends, 

Thank you so very much for your warm welcome to Park! Already I feel very much “at home.” Our Lord—not 
to mention Scripture—suggests that as we greet and invite another person into our lives, we also express a 
love for God. Your love for the Lord is obvious at every turn. Truly the Spirit of God is moving strongly as we 
now join together in shared work and witness! 

As we begin a journey together, so, too, do we continue a journey with our Lord Jesus. What hopes does he 
have for us?  What can we depend upon Jesus to provide us? As we turn to the gospel of Mark today (and next 
Sunday), I hope we will find fresh answers and encouragement. Over the next several Sundays, we will also 
turn to the epistles and to the Hebrew Bible. Here, I hope we will also discover the length, breadth, height and 
depth of the One who has made us, redeemed us in Christ, and sustains us as we strive to further the Kingdom 
of God.   

God has brought us together for good.   

Let us praise God—and embrace this amazing gift together! 

May the Peace of Christ continue to enfold and empower us all,  
Todd Allen 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Mark%209%3A30-37&version=NIV
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Sunday Worship as Park Apart   

The worship video will be available on Sunday at 11:00 am and you can continue to find us anytime thereafter at 
https://www.parkpres.org/swl-sunday-worship-live. The bulletin for the service can also be found on the Sunday 
Worship page of our site. If you have announcements or prayer requests, please send them to Todd Allen on 
Sunday morning via text/call at 612-554 6527.  

Chancel Choir and Handbells to Resume  
After a long COVID-induced hiatus, we're ready to begin Chancel Choir and 
Handbell rehearsals! 
 

We're delighted to be entering a new chapter in Park Church's life and hope 
to rebuild our musical ensembles. If you've been a member in the past and 
would like to return, NOW is the time!  

Chancel Choir rehearsals will begin on Thursday, September 9th at 7:00 pm. 

Handbell rehearsals will begin on Thursday, September 16th at 6:00 pm.  

Park Presbyterian's music program is also open to non-members. So if you know anyone who is looking for an 
opportunity to make music and join a loving and fun community, please invite them to join us.  

As always, please feel free to reach out to Eric (724-841-5810) with any questions. 

Peace and Global Witness Offering  
The Peace & Global Witness Offering supports the peacemaking and reconciliation 
efforts of the church at every governing body level. 

Gifts given through a congregation are divided in the following manner: 25% is 
retained by congregations for support of their own peace and reconciliation efforts; 
25% retained by mid-councils (12.5% presbytery/12.5% synod) for support of their 
own peace and reconciliation efforts; and 50% to the Mission Agency to provide 
assistance and resources for congregations to promote the peace of Christ.  

Online gifts to the Peace & Global Witness Offering are used on the General Assembly 
level. Congregations should remit their funds to the presbytery using the remittance 
form. 

Sunday School and Nursery Starting Again 
The Christian Nurture Commission is happy to announce that Sunday School at Park Church 
returns this Sunday, September 19th.  Classes run from 9:45 until 10:45 a.m.  Teachers and 
students will wear face coverings until further notice. Any who feel called to be a part of 
the Sunday school staff as a teacher, an assistant, or a substitute can talk with anyone on 
the Christian Nurture Commission about available positions. 
 

The nursery will be open during the worship service upstairs in room 210 for infants and 
children up to Pre-K. Caregivers and those over 2 years will wear face coverings until 
further notice. Toys will be sanitized before each nursery session. You can sign up to serve on a Sunday in October 
on the sign-up sheet in the Gathering Area or contact Susan Ivey (724-650-5621).   
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Meet the New Pastor 
A life-long Christian and Presbyterian, Pastor Todd Allen hails from Avon, Ohio, located just 
west of Cleveland. He is the youngest of three children—and taller than both of them!  

Todd attended Kenyon College, also located in Ohio, where he earned a B.A. in Political 
Science and a B.A. in Studio Art, both with highest honors. For a time, he prepared to pursue 
a career in law. Todd then felt pulled to pursue a career in marketing/advertising where he 
worked in the headquarters office of Young & Rubicam, located in New York City, for nearly a 
decade, managing accounts for clients such Johnson & Johnson and The U.S. Army Reserve. 

During this same time Todd became deeply involved in the ministries of a historic Presbyterian church in New 
Jersey where he lived. A sabbatical spent on the island of Iona, off the west coast of Scotland, confirmed Todd’s 
sense of call to enter into theological studies. He holds a Masters in Divinity from Princeton Theological Seminary.   

Pastor Todd’s first call, post seminary, saw him return to Scotland and serve an 1,800-member congregation 
there. Since returning to the United States, he has served Presbyterian congregations in Ohio, Minnesota, North 
Carolina and Alaska. Each church family—and ministry setting—has added to his wisdom and love of the Lord. 
Pastor Todd has completed interim ministry training required by the Presbyterian Church (USA). He has earned 
one unit of Clinical Pastoral Education (CPE). He is also certified in Conflict Mediation through the Lombard 
Mennonite Peace Center.   

Serving Park Presbyterian brings Pastor Todd back in touch with his Midwest roots, but he looks forward to an 
overseas adventure once a year. He enjoys the local walking paths and autumn colors on display. He can also lose 
himself for hours keeping a fleet of aging SAAB automobiles on the road. Other interests include philately, vintage 
audio, and military modeling. 

Being a Deacon 
Being a deacon is a wonderful call to service. Deacons are the servants or caregivers of 
the congregation and the hands and heart of the church. 

“The ministry of deacon as set forth in the scripture is one of compassion, witness, and 
service, sharing in the redeeming love of Jesus Christ for the poor, the hungry, the sick, 
the lost, the friendless, the oppressed, those burdened by unjust policies or structures, or anyone in distress.  
Persons of spiritual character, honest repute, exemplary lives, brotherly and sisterly love, sincere compassion, and 
sound judgment should be chosen for this ministry.” (The PC(USA) Book of Order) 

A deacon should expect to do the following (with God’s help): 
• Pray for the guidance of the Holy Spirit. 
• Love the people of Park and the world. 
• Attend worship services. 
• Promote the peace, unity, and purity of the church. 
• Be installed. 
• Participate in deacon meetings. 
• Serve on the Congregational Care Committee or the Local Mission Committee (under the Mission 

Commission). 
• Serve as greeter/usher. 
• Visit/call those who are homebound, ill, or lonely. 

 

Are you being called to be a deacon?  Pray… Listen… Discern… Decide. (Submitted by Susan Ivey (Clerk of Session) 



 

Adult Bible Study Begins September 19th 
Adult Bible study is back! Join a discussion (not a lecture) of Thom Rainer’s book “I Am a 
Church Member” in the upstairs study room beginning at 9:45 AM this Sunday September 
19th. If we have a lot of people, we’ll move to Guild Hall. 
 

This short six-chapter book explores the attitudes and responsibilities toward church 
membership that people need to become productive, faithful servants of Christ. The book 
dovetails with our congregation’s desire to rebuild Park’s membership and service to the 
community as we welcome Pastor Todd. 

We’ll discuss the book’s ideas focusing on their usefulness for Park. My only request is that you read the short 
chapter and think about the study questions before you come each week. You’re welcome in our group even if 
you can’t come every week—no truant officers! 

Jan Pasuit (724-869-5820,  stljan@comcast.net) 

New Directory 
The 2021 Park church directory is now available. Copies can be picked up in the sanctuary 
or in the office. If you have any corrections, please contact the church office at 
adminoffice@parkpres.org or 725-775-2936 and they will be incorporated into next year’s 
directory.  

Lifeline Screening 
Lifeline will perform screenings at the church on Monday 
September 27. Lifeline screenings go beyond regular checkups to 
look inside your arteries for signs of plaque build-up. You can get 
the following 5 screenings for $139:  Carotid Artery Disease, 

Peripheral Arterial Disease (PAD), Abdominal Aortic Aneurysm (AAA), Atrial Fibrillation (AFib) and Osteoporosis 
Risk. Call toll-free 1-866-229-0469 or go online to www.lifescreening.com/communitycirlce to sign up.  

AmazonSmile Donation 
Park Presbyterian Church has been issued a $32.84 donation from the AmazonSmile 
Foundation as a result of AmazonSmile program activity between April 1 and June 30, 
2021. Whenever you shop on Amazon, please go to https://smile.amazon.com/ and 
select Park Presbyterian Church as the organization you wish to support so that the church can continue to receive 
donations from the foundation.  

Celebrating Birthdays 
this Week: 

Todd Allen 17 

Charlie Leyda 17 

Jeri Blaze 20 

Cheryl Hardy  21 

John Gaydos 22 
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