
 
November 25, 2020 

 

Weekly Park Branches 

This Weeks Sermon Scriptures Contact Us 

“Ready … Set … Stop!” 
Rev. Bob Goossen 

Isaiah 64:1-9 
Mark 13:24-37 

 

RevGoossen@parkpres.org 
724-775-2936 

 

 
 

 
“But about that day or hour no one knows, neither the angels in heaven, nor the Son, but only the Father. 

Beware, keep alert; for you do not know when the time will come.”  Mark 13:32-33 
 
 
What are the Advent traditions you have as a family, or remember having as a child? Some enjoy wreaths and 
candles, some use Advent calendars, some have designed an Advent tree where an ornament is added each 
day. Growing up we did not have an Advent wreath but an Advent log. Mom had picked it up in the woods; 
Dad cut it to length, flattened one side for the bottom and drilled five holes in the top. She filled them with 
candles, added a bit of fresh greenery each year and we used it every day of the season with a devotional 
reading. 
 

As we step into Advent we enter four weeks of anticipation and preparation. We anticipate the return of 
Jesus, proclaimed in the gospel verses above. We prepare for the celebration of his birth.  In the uniqueness 
that is the reality of our 2020, I encourage us to each choose an Advent discipline. Select a devotional, create a 
worshipful space, dwell in the waiting and watching, experience once again the hopes that are ours. 
 
in the joy of our journey, pastor bob 
 
 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Isaiah%2064:1-9&version=NIV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Mark%2013%3A24-37&version=NIV
mailto:RevGoossen@parkpres.org


Sunday Worship as Park Apart   

The live worship video will be available on Sunday starting at 11:00 am, and you can continue to find us anytime 
thereafter at https://www.parkpres.org/swl-sunday-worship-live. The bulletin for the service can also be found 
on the Sunday Worship page of our site. If you have announcements or prayer requests, please send them to 
Pastor Bob on Sunday morning via email: revgoossen@parkpres.org or call/text 724-464-4032. 

Congregational Meeting Coming Up 
The Park Church annual congregational meeting, for the purpose 
of electing elders, deacons, an auditor and at-large nominating 
committee members, will be held following the worship service on 
Sunday, December 6th. To include active members who are 
worshiping via the live stream, we will email an invitation to 
participate in our congregational meeting through Zoom. You will 
be able to vote by using the raise your hand feature in the Zoom 
program; training will be provided. Watch your email for an 
invitation the week prior to the meeting.  

Order Poinsettias Now 
Once again we have an opportunity to fill the sanctuary with beautiful 
poinsettias for the Christmas season in memory or honor of someone 
special. Order forms will be provided through December 6th. Order forms 
will be available on the Park church website, in the office and at the 
sanctuary doors. All order forms and money must be in by December 6th. 
You can mail your order to the church or place them in the collection plate 
in the sanctuary. Please specify color choice. Checks may be made payable 
to Park Presbyterian Church with a “poinsettia” notation. The price (as last 
year) will be $6.25. Any questions, please contact Cheryl Leonard at 724-728-2606. 

Time to Ring 
As part of its continuing local mission work, Park Presbyterian Church will again assist the Salvation 
Army with its annual kettle campaign by standing and ringing at the rear entrance of The Beaver 
Super on Saturday, December 12th in hourly slots starting at noon and ending at 5pm. This holiday 
effort has been ongoing at our church for several decades. We will need one or two people to sign 

up for the hourly time slots. Note that another group has volunteered that day to ring at the front 
entrance.  Please call or email the church office to sign up for a time slot. A sign up sheet is also posted in the 
Gathering Area. If you have any questions please contact Jack Walker (412-671-6095 or jwalker@marwlaw.com). 

Giving Tree Available Soon  
Hard to believe but Christmas is in just a few weeks. Deacons will have plenty 
of tags on the Christmas Giving Tree in the Gathering Area to choose. With 
your generosity, many needy children in our Beaver County area and some of 
our own Park Church members will find a special present under their trees on 
Christmas morning. Please take a tag or two to brighten the holiday season for 
others. Wrapped and tagged gifts will need to be returned to the Giving Tree 
by December 20th. 

https://www.parkpres.org/swl-sunday-worship-live
https://www.parkpres.org/swl-sunday-worship-live
mailto:jwalker@marwlaw.com


            
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Thanksgiving Distribution Thanks 
I want to extend a Thank You to everyone who participated in making the Thanksgiving Meal distribution on 
Saturday morning and afternoon such a huge success!!  It went so smoothly, due to the overwhelming number 
of volunteers from our amazing congregation. Thirty people showed up way before the 10 o'clock start time to 
get all the bags from Guild Hall out and up the back stairwell to the pavilion. We used a very old and wonderful 
technique called a "Bucket Brigade" to save everyone from having to climb up and down those steep steps. We 
had folks of all ages, including Mary, Jack and Charlie Berenbrok and Olivia Gaydos...everyone chipping in to get 
the job done. To my amazement, 37 boxes were packed with perishable food items and approximately 90 bags 
of donated canned and boxed goods were ready in the pavilion for distribution by 10:20!! Many of the morning 
helpers returned for the rainy afternoon of carrying the bags and boxes to cars as people arrived for pickup. It 
truly was a "feel good" day being able to provide 40 area needy families with everything they need to serve a 
delicious Thanksgiving meal on Thursday. 
 

I'm counting my blessings as Thanksgiving is approaching. My Park Presbyterian Family is one blessing I'm so 
grateful to have in my life. 
 

Kathy Bittner 

 

Advent Devotional from the Presbytery 
This year our presbytery is providing weekly Advent video devotionals: 
https://beaverbutler.org/advent-devotions/. They will highlight four pastors 
speaking to the four classic themes of Advent—Hope, Peace, Joy and Love. As 
these devotionals draw us closer to the Christ Child’s birth, they also provide 
an opportunity to get know pastors in our presbytery. Our very own Rev. Bob 
Goossen is featured in Week Two! 

 

https://beaverbutler.org/advent-devotions/


Corrections to the First Printing of the Cookbook 
1.  Under "Soups, Salads & Vegetables" - Pineapple Casserole - Where it says 6 
tablespoons - add all-purpose flour.   
2.  Under "Cookies, Candies, Cakes" - Apple-Nut Cake - The recipe begins on the back of 
the first card, but the Lemon Glaze recipe that should go with it is included farther into 
the section (maybe 7 cards or so from the end). The Lemon Glaze card needs to be 
moved to follow the Apple-Nut Cake card. 
 

Second Printing of the Cookbook 
The second batch of cookbooks will be available on Sunday, November 29 and will continue to be available while 
the demand exists. There is a sign-up sheet in the church office or contact the church at 724-775-2936 or email 
adminoffice@parkpres.org to make sure you get a cookbook. Suggested donation is $10.00.  

Advent Devotional from Presbyterians Today 
Are you looking for a thoughtful devotional to use during Advent? Look no further—
Presbyterians Today has got you covered with their new Advent and Christmas 
devotional “Let Us Light Candles: Matthew 25 and the work of Advent.” This 
extended online devotional — taking us not just through Advent but through 
Christmastide and ending with Epiphany, Jan. 6 — brings to you the inspiring words 
in Howard Thurman’s poem “I Will Light Candles This Christmas.” Thurman was a 
Baptist pastor, theologian and civil rights activist born in 1899. In 1953, Life 
magazine named him one of the 12 greatest preachers in the country. Thurman also 
mentored a young Martin Luther King Jr. Each week’s Advent and Christmas theme 
will be a stanza from Thurman’s poem, followed by a reading from Scripture, a short 
meditation and closing prayer. At the start of each week will be a reflection question 
in which you are invited to light a candle (or play the video of the candle provided) 

and ponder more deeply that week’s theme. Click here to see the first few weeks of the devotional or pick up a 
printed copy of the Introduction through Christmas Eve at the church.  

 

Christmas Cards for Sale 
Betty Brosch has made some festive new Christmas greeting cards for sale. They are on a rack in the corner of 
the Gathering Room. All proceeds will go to the air conditioning fund. The cards are blank on the inside, ready to 
be personalized by you! 

 

 
Celebrating Birthdays this Week: 

Elyse Schaller November 30 

Kristin Davis  December 1 

mailto:adminoffice@parkpres.org
https://www.presbyterianmission.org/ministries/today/advent2020/
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