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Greetings friends,  

We’ve had some really really sunny and pleasant weather for March, commonly known in this neck of the 
woods as ‘mud season.’ As I tickle the computer keys this morning, the sun is shining brightly for the fifth 
consecutive day –almost a miracle.  For those who live in the desert southwest, a miracle might be five days of 
gentle rain in their brief ‘wet season.’  Good weather, it seems, may be a bit relative. If we’ve had too much of 
one thing, we are much more likely to be excited about, or deeply appreciative of, the other.   

Holy week approaches as our Lenten season draws to a close. This Sunday we will hear the fullness of the 
Passion narrative from the Gospel of Mark. We’ll begin with the Palm Sunday celebration, then as the hour 
progresses we’ll move through the passion readings, all the way to the cross and the grave of Friday. The 
emotional load may seem heavy for some . . . perhaps you’ll wonder, “Why read all this on Palm Sunday 
morning?”  This is a fair question, especially if you are one who engages in an observance of the drama of the 
week. 

I offer some things to ponder. First, many no longer mark Maundy Thursday or Good Friday in a special way. 
They are no longer days set apart and so to hear the drama in full reminds us of the sacrificial love of our 
Lord.  Second, it never hurts to retell this old old story, even if we encounter it two or three times this season. 
Finally, the joy of Easter is made more triumphant, more complete, when we journey to the cross. It’s a bit 
relative. 

May we gather this Sunday to deeply appreciate the story and songs of Holy week.  

in hope, pastor bob  

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Isaiah%2050%3A4-9&version=NIV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Mark%2014-15&version=NIV
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Weekly Attendance From Previous Sunday 

In person: 37 
Online: 50 
 

Note: online numbers report number of site visits, not unique visitors.                               

Sunday Worship as Park Apart   

The live worship video will be available on Sunday starting at 11:00 am, and you can continue to find us anytime 
thereafter at https://www.parkpres.org/swl-sunday-worship-live. The bulletin for the service can also be found on 
the Sunday Worship page of our site. If you have announcements or prayer requests, please send them to Pastor 
Bob on Sunday morning via email: revgoossen@parkpres.org or call/text 724-464-4032.  

Special Note on Covid-19 
If a person who has been in attendance at a church activity has received a positive Covid-19 result, the 
congregation will be notified as to who that person is and what activity they attended. 

One Great Hour of Sharing February 17 - April 4, 
2021 
In a world of disaster, hunger, and oppression, 
millions of people lack access to sustainable food 
sources, clean water, sanitation, education, and opportunity. The three programs supported by One Great Hour of 
Sharing - Presbyterian Disaster Assistance, the Presbyterian Hunger Program, and Self-Development of People - all 
work in different ways to serve individuals and communities in need. From initial disaster response to ongoing 
community development, their work fits together to provide people with safety, sustenance, and hope. For over 70 
years, One Great Hour of Sharing has provided Presbyterians a way to share God’s love with our neighbors in need 
around the world. 

Palm Sunday this Week 
Palm Sunday falls this week on March 28th. There will be a reading of the Passion 
from the Gospel of Mark. This hybrid service will provide a framework for the rest 
of Holy Week.  

Holy Week Schedule 
Maundy Thursday             April 1        7:30 pm            (hybrid service) 
Good Friday                        April 2       12:00-1:00 pm (Church will be open for prayer) 
Sunday Easter Allelujahs  April 4        11:00 am         (hybrid service) 

Growing Our Worship Tech Team 
We are regularly working to enhance our worship and in these days to continue conversations around 
improving some of the technology. We invite interested folks to consider the opportunity to become a 
videographer as part of this growing ministry! Interested parties may contact Jan Pasuit 
(stljan47@gmail.com) or the church office (adminoffice@parkpres.org). 

 

https://www.parkpres.org/swl-sunday-worship-live
https://www.parkpres.org/swl-sunday-worship-live
mailto:stljan47@gmail.com


A Palm Sunday Reflection – Mat Meyer 

The next day the great crowd that had come to the festival heard that Jesus was coming to Jerusalem.  
So they took branches of palm trees and went out to meet him, shouting, 

“Hosanna! Blessed is the one who comes in the name of the Lord— the King of Israel!” (John 12:12-13) 
 

March 28 marks our second Palm Sunday during a global pandemic that has stretched on long enough that 
we can no longer call it unprecedented—for each page of the calendar we now turn during this pandemic is a page 
we already turned last year. And while following the CDC guidelines and state mandates that have been designed 
to keep ourselves and our neighbors safe is in no way comparable to the oppression Israel faced under Roman 
occupation, the parallel I would like to draw is that we are a people not living the way we imagine we should be 
living. 

The crowd that meets Jesus upon his entering Jerusalem shout, “Hosanna!” It’s a word whose literal 
meaning translates as “save now!” Life is not as the crowd imagines it should be, and they want things to change, 
to return to what they once were. I should think that this impatient anticipation resonates with us as vaccines roll 
out and we begin to catch glimpses of an end to the COVID-19 pandemic. 

But Christianity is a religion of waiting. Come Holy Saturday, Mary Magdalene and the other disciples were 
waiting for Sunday morning when they could anoint Jesus’ body. In Acts 1-2, the apostles waited in Jerusalem for 
the Holy Spirit to come upon them. Across the epistles and in the book of Revelation we read that we are to wait 
for Jesus’ return. 

Waiting is difficult, but Palm Sunday is a hope-filled time for the church. In celebrating Palm Sunday we 
imagine ourselves into the past, and in doing so we imagine new meaning for our current lives while also imagining 
the future. With impatient anticipation, we too cry out, “Hosanna! Blessed is the one who comes in the name of 
the Lord—the King of Israel!” 

Holy Week Devotions 
If you would like to do special devotions during Holy Week, then you’re in 
luck! For daily readings, seminarian Mat Meyer has put together a 
thoughtful collection, with each entry from Palm Sunday to Easter featuring 
a Scripture passage, hymns (to read and to listen to), a time for 
contemplation and a prayer. You can download this resource here.  

Or, if you would prefer videos, then the Beaver-Butler Presbytery has 
collected reflections from local pastors which you can find here.  

Easter Egg Hunt 
Saturday March 27, 12-1:30 p.m. 

New Sewickley Church 

101 Big Knob Road, New Sewickley Township  

Activities will be outdoors and masks are required. The eggs will be 
placed and hunted in different parts of the lawn. Join the Easter Bunny 
for some fun and a surprise!  

 

https://beaverbutler.org/holy-week-devotions/


 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 

Homemade Easter Candy Sale 
Presbyterian Women of First, Monaca 

Profits from this annual sale benefit PW missions. 

Place your order by calling Fran at 724-774-3880 or emailing fpcmonac@verizon.net.  

Pittsburgh Concert Chorale offers Virtual Concert 
In times of crisis, music offers solace. Although live performances 
have been “in intermission” for the past year, the 
Pittsburgh Concert Chorale has turned to virtual rehearsals to 
keep us connected with one another and virtual concerts to keep 
us connected with you. As we reach the one-year mark of the 
start of the pandemic, the PCC invites you to a very special 
online performance of Mozart’s Requiem in memory of those 
lost to COVID-19.  

 

Premiering Friday, March 26 at 8:00 pm at www.pccsing.org, the concert will feature the PCC as well as six high 
school choirs including Lincoln Park Performing Arts Charter School (Marissa Ulmer, conductor).  
 

This virtual concert is offered free of charge as the Pittsburgh Concert Chorale’s gift to the community. Please join 
us for this powerful, moving performance as we honor the memory of the more than half a million victims of the 
pandemic.  

Celebrating Birthdays 
this Week: 

Ron Ringer 25 

Eve Dugan 25 

Bob Hines 30 

mailto:fpcmonac@verizon.net
http://www.pccsing.org/
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