
 
December 10, 2020 

 

Weekly Park Branches 

This Weeks Sermon Scriptures Contact Us 

“Side by Side” 
Rev. Bob Goossen 

Isaiah 61:1-4, 8-11; Luke 1:46b-55 
RevGoossen@parkpres.org 

724-775-2936 

 

 
 

“The angel of the Lord appeared to him in a dream and said “Joseph, son of David, do not be afraid to take 
Mary as your wife, for the child conceived in her is from the Holy Spirit. She will bear a son, and you are to 

name him Jesus, for he will save his people from their sins.” (Matthew 1:20-21) 
 
 

This is going to be different…Christmas will be different this year, in our homes, in our families, in our church. 
This week the session, with heavy hearts, made the decision that our Christmas Eve service will be a recorded 
service of Lessons and Carols. We will have no in person worship on Christmas Eve. The video will be available 
on the 24th at 7:00 p.m. followed by an invitation to pop into a Zoom chat and say “Merry Christmas” to those 
whom you might ordinarily see in worship on this special evening.  
 

At this time we plan to continue the hybrid worship offerings on Sunday mornings, at least for December 13 
and 20.  Beyond that we only see into a mirror dimly.   
 

This year, may we remember that the Spirit of Christmas is not generated from our traditions, wonderful as 
they are, but from the Christ Child. May we contemplate how different this season was for Joseph and Mary 
whose plans and hopes and dreams were all interrupted that first Christmas. May we rest in the words of the 
angel, “do not be afraid…”   
 
In the hope of Advent, pastor bob 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Isaiah%2061%3A1-4%2CIsaiah%2061%3A8-11&version=NIV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Luke%201%3A46-55&version=NIV
mailto:RevGoossen@parkpres.org


Sunday Worship as Park Apart   

The live worship video will be available on Sunday starting at 11:00 am, and you can continue to find us anytime 
thereafter at https://www.parkpres.org/swl-sunday-worship-live. The bulletin for the service can also be found 
on the Sunday Worship page of our site. If you have announcements or prayer requests, please send them to 
Pastor Bob on Sunday morning via email: revgoossen@parkpres.org or call/text 724-464-4032.  

Special Note on Covid-19 
If a person who has been in attendance at a church activity has received a positive Covid-19 result, the 
congregation will be notified as to who that person is and what activity they attended. 

Thank You for Participating in the Giving Tree 
The Giving Tree name tags are all gone!! Thanks to all of you who took a 
tag and have been out Christmas gift shopping for one of the children or 
for one of our Park Church members. Please return your wrapped gift with 
the name card attached to the Gathering Area and place it around the 
Christmas tree. The gifts will be delivered to the Children and Youth 
Services on December 21st. If you have a church member’s tag, please 
deliver the gift to them. If you’re unable to take it to them, leave it under 
the tree and we will make sure it gets to them.  Thank you so much for   

                                                                   helping the Deacons make this Christmas a little more special. 

Christmas Joy Offering 
God saw the great needs of the world and offered a perfect gift, a gift that brought 
God and humanity closer together. God’s perfect gift to us, Jesus Christ, offered the 
power of being with us. According to Matthew’s Gospel, one of the names given to 
Jesus is Emmanuel, which means “God is with us.” 
 

During these past months, many of us weren’t able to be together in person. But we 
have always been together in spirit, and in faith. God has been with us. And through 
our gifts to the Christmas Joy Offering, we are together with those who need our love 
and support. 
 

By giving to the Christmas Joy Offering, you honor God's gift of Jesus Christ by 
providing assistance to current and retired church workers in their time of need and 
developing our future leaders at Presbyterian-related schools and colleges equipping 
communities of color. The Christmas Joy Offering has been a cherished Presbyterian tradition since the 1930s.  

2021 Giving Envelopes Available 
2021 giving envelopes are in the Gathering Area for you to pick up—please do not use them 
until 2021. These will not be mailed out due to the high cost of postage. If you need yours 
delivered, please contact the church office and we will make every effort to deliver. 

Thank You from June Phillips 
Thank you so much for your thoughts and prayers for my recent surgery. I’m feeling better 
each day! I appreciate the love and support of Park Church in my life.  
Gratefully, June Phillips  
 

https://www.parkpres.org/swl-sunday-worship-live
https://www.parkpres.org/swl-sunday-worship-live


Join us online for Blue Christmas 
The season of Advent recognizes that although victories were won in 
Jesus’ birth and in his death and resurrection, the work of redemption, 
the ministry of reconciliation and the struggle for liberation are an 
ongoing call for the Church as we await Christ’s return. 
 

Traditionally, Advent was a season of waiting—a time of preparation 
and penitence. Through fasting and penance, the Church looked toward Jesus’ second coming in the celebration 
of his first coming. During Advent, our hymns and scripture lessons imagine us into the role of the people Israel 
during the Babylonian captivity as they placed their trust in God and longed for deliverance from their suffering. 
Certainly, during this time of pandemic, as we continue to quarantine at home and from our loved ones, that 
imaginative activity resonates with us. 
 

Most years, the holiday season consumes much more of the year than the 12 days allotted Christmastide on the 
liturgical calendar. Before Halloween candy, costumes and decorations have been completely cleared away, the 
dulcet tones of sleigh bells jingle over the stores’ PA systems and the holly and the ivy creep like vines across the 
stores’ shelves. 
 

While the fairy lights and festivities, the parties and pageants, bring a certain cheer, many still find themselves to 
be in a season of waiting. Illness, poverty, the death of loved ones, joblessness, fertility struggles, loneliness, life 
changes all can cast a pall over the so-called happiest season of all grayer than the gloomiest winter day. 
 

In recognition of the pain that often is felt more acutely around the holidays, some Christian traditions observe 
the Longest Night, or Blue Christmas, to mark the passing of the Winter Solstice, when the daylight is the shortest 
and the evening is the longest. 
 

This year, Park Presbyterian is offering a Blue Christmas liturgy as a service of lament for those who find themselves 
to be having a blue, blue, blue, blue Christmas, for those who long to hear the words of the prophet Isaiah: 
“Comfort ye, comfort ye my people saith our God.” Knowing that in grief we may find ourselves in times mourning 
and in times of longing (sometimes simultaneously, sometimes mutually exclusively), this liturgy has been put 
together using pieces of a service for wholeness and the funeral liturgy from the Book of Common Worship. It is 
our hope that through this liturgy we may both find comfort in our suffering and give meaning to our suffering as 
we worship the triune God. 
 

We will be observing the Longest Night completely online. The Longest Night falls this year on December 21, but 
the service is available throughout Advent on the church’s YouTube page as well as the church’s website. 
 

Our service will include the lighting of candles as a form of enacted prayer. You are welcome to use your own 
candles, but votives have been made available inside the Third St. door. These candles represent our prayers for 
ourselves and others, so please feel comfortable taking multiple candles. 
 

We hope that you will join us in this observance. 
 
(From Mat Meyer) 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=nibHXGKmwlA
https://www.parkpres.org/


New Upper Room Devotionals Now Available 
The Upper Room devotionals for January and February 2021 are now available. Pick yours up from 
the table near the Third St. door, from the racks in the Gathering Area, or from the main sanctuary 
entrance. Happy reading! 

 Advent Devotional from the Presbytery 
This year our presbytery is providing weekly Advent video devotionals: 
https://beaverbutler.org/advent-devotions/. They will highlight four pastors 
speaking to the four classic themes of Advent—Hope, Peace, Joy and Love. As 
these devotionals draw us closer to the Christ Child’s birth, they also provide an 
opportunity to get know pastors in our presbytery. Our very own Rev. Bob 
Goossen is featured in Week Two! 

 

Advent Devotional from Presbyterians Today 
Are you looking for a thoughtful devotional to use during Advent? Look no 
further—Presbyterians Today has got you covered with their new Advent and 
Christmas devotional “Let Us Light Candles: Matthew 25 and the work of Advent.” 
This extended online devotional — taking us not just through Advent but through 
Christmastide and ending with Epiphany, Jan. 6 — brings to you the inspiring words 
in Howard Thurman’s poem “I Will Light Candles This Christmas.” Each week’s 
Advent and Christmas theme will be a stanza from Thurman’s poem, followed by a 
reading from Scripture, a short meditation and closing prayer. At the start of each 
week will be a reflection question in which you are invited to light a candle and 
ponder more deeply that week’s theme. Click here for the devotional or pick up a 
printed copy of the Introduction through Christmas Eve at the church. 

 

Christmas Cards for Sale 
Betty Brosch has made some festive new Christmas greeting cards for sale. They are on a rack in the corner of 
the Gathering Room. All proceeds will go to the air conditioning fund. The cards are blank on the inside, ready to 
be personalized by you! 
 

 

Celebrating Birthdays this Week: 
Bill Becze 13 

Sandra Ringer 16 

 

 

https://beaverbutler.org/advent-devotions/
https://www.presbyterianmission.org/ministries/today/advent2020/
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