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Dear Park Family & Friends, 
 
 Stretching has become more of a necessity as each year passes. For too many years I rolled out of bed, 
showered and plowed into the day. Now the roll out is significantly slower and stretching is a requirement in 
order to make it to the breakfast table, let alone feel ready for the fullness of the day. The lower back needs 
attention, the leg muscles cringe and the right shoulder moans that I slept too long in one position. 
 Springs are an interesting thing to consider in relation to stretching. Thinking of a common coil spring, 
like in a ball point pen, there are two terms for how the spring reacts to stress. Elastic deformation. When the 
stress is removed the material returns to the dimension it had before the load was applied. The deformation is 
reversible. Plastic deformation. This occurs when a large stress is applied to a material. The stress is so large 
that when removed, the material does not spring back to its previous dimension. This is permanent, 
irreversible. 
 In faith circles we use the term Spiritual Formation to describe growing, stretching, forming and re-
forming our faith. In seminary, many professors liked to say we were being stretched.  Sometimes this felt 
good– opening new ideas and avenues to understanding God, scripture, relationships. On such a day one 
could absorb ideas, readings, conversations, and return home ready for rest and the next day. On a difficult 
day one might feel stretched beyond the limit–too much information, too radical of an idea. Some restoration 
work was needed. 
 In these days, one of my prayers is that we will be open to the Holy Spirit stretching us in gentle and 
grace-filled ways to be the people God would have us to be. May a good stretch help put a little spring in our 
step. 
 
in the joy of the journey that is ours, pastor bob 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Philippians%203%3A4-14&version=NIV
mailto:RevGoossen@parkpres.org


Sunday Worship as Park Apart   

The live worship video will be available on Sunday starting at 11:00 am, and you can continue to find us anytime 
thereafter at https://www.parkpres.org/swl-sunday-worship-live. The bulletin for the service can also be found 
on the Sunday Worship page of our site. If you have announcements or prayer requests, please send them to 
Pastor Bob on Sunday morning via email: revgoossen@parkpres.org or call/text 724-464-4032. 
 

Peace & Global Witness Offering  
The Peace & Global Witness Offering, formerly the Peacemakers Offering, 
encourages the church to cast off anxiety and fear, discord and division, and 
embrace our reconciling God’s mission to those around the corner and around 
the world. 
 

A gift to the Peace & Global Witness Offering enables the church to promote the 
Peace of Christ by addressing systems of conflict and injustice across the world. 
Individual congregations are encouraged to utilize up to 25% of this offering to 
connect with the global witness of Christ's peace. Mid councils retain an 
additional 25% for ministries of peace and reconciliation. The remaining 50% is 

used by the Presbyterian Mission Agency to advocate for peace and justice in cultures of violence, including our 
own, through collaborative projects of education and Christian witness. 
 

Please use the envelopes provided in the sanctuary to contribute your offering this week or anytime during the 
month of October.  

World Communion Sunday October 4 
We invite all to prepare for World Communion on the first Sunday in 
October. For those worshiping at home you might like to bring a favorite 
international bread.  For those worshiping in the sanctuary we will use a 
pre-packaged communion wafer and juice cup. These may be picked up, just 
like your bulletin, as you arrive. 

Join us for an October Series on Racial Healing  
Mission matters. Race matters. As our nation continues to grapple 
with the consequences of racial injustice, we as Christians need to 
have a truthful conversation with one another on how our 
understanding of race impacts the way we engage in God's mission. 
Join us for this virtual McClure Lectures and WMI Month of Mission 
Series from Pittsburgh Theological Seminary, where we will gather 
online for four Wednesday evenings at 7:30 pm to explore issues of 
racial justice with world-class speakers. This will be an opportunity 
to connect and learn with people from all over the country. Then 

Park Church will have a separate follow up discussion via Zoom beginning at 8:30 pm. A link to the meeting will 
be sent via email several days prior each week.  
 
 

This will be a free event for everyone, but registration is required. Please click to REGISTER HERE. The connection 
link will be provided closer to each event. 

https://www.parkpres.org/swl-sunday-worship-live
https://www.parkpres.org/swl-sunday-worship-live
https://www.pts.edu/mcclure-lectures-and-world-mission-initiatives-month-of-mission-series


Calling All Pumpkin Carvers 
Fall is officially here with the leaves turning and pumpkins are everywhere. Come 
join in on some carving fun to get you into the autumn mood. We will have a 
pumpkin carving event after the church service on October 11th. This event will be 
held outside in the pavilion area following social distancing protocols. Your family 
can choose a pumpkin to carve. If you and your family can’t stay following church, 
you’re welcome to stop and take one of the pumpkins home to carve and then 
return to church to be added to the display. 
 

The finished pumpkins will be in the grassy area by our church’s sign on Third Street with a message of PEACE for 
all of our community to see. 

Pastor Nominating Committee Report 
As we have shared with you in the past, the PNC has worked tirelessly since January plowing through the long 
and difficult process of finding a pastor for Park Church. August and September have been particularly busy 
months for us. An unexpected and disappointing turn of events, however, has recently forced us to begin again 
evaluating the candidate pool.   
 
Even though the path we are walking has not been an easy one, we do remain confident that with God walking 
right beside us, we will find our next pastor. 
 
Rachel Becze, Kaley Davis, Luke Hardy, Susan Ivey, Sandra Parker, Gail Rackley, and Matt Stewart 

Youth Scavenger Hunt 
The Beaver-Butler Presbytery is hosting a scavenger hunt for youth on 
Sunday, October 18, 4:30-6 p.m. Meet in the Park Presbyterian Church 
parking lot. Please RSVP to Diana at 412-915-2097 or 
dianamermon@beaverbutler.org. 

  

Cookbook Update 
The Membership Involvement Commission is in the process of assembling the recipes 
for the Park Church Cookbook. It's not too late to submit some recipes. While we have 
over 75 recipes, they represent just a small part of the congregation. So if you haven't 
submitted a recipe(s), please consider doing so. We really would appreciate it. Our 
plan is to have the cookbook ready for sale in November, before Thanksgiving. Please 
send your recipe(s) to Ginny Flick at ginny.flick@gmail.com or 199 Virginia Drive, 
Beaver, PA 15009. 

Cards for Sale 
Betty Brosch has made some festive new greeting cards for sale. They are on a rack in the corner of the 
gathering room. All proceeds will go to the air conditioning fund. The cards are blank on the inside, perfect for 
any occasion! 

Cloth Face Masks 
Hand-crafted cloth face masks are available for the Park family, including brand-new ones for children! You’ll 
find them inside the 3rd St door during normal office hours, Monday-Thursday 9:00 am-1:00 pm. 
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