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“O Lord, My God, you are very great!” 

With these words, the writer of Psalm 104—our Lectionary text for this Sunday—waxes lyrical over the presence of God. 
He sees God’s power present in ocean waves, feels the touch of the Lord in the wind.  “You make the clouds your 
chariot!”, he exclaims. 

Perhaps we may find his imagery out-of-date in our scientific age, but, to me, there remains the timeless truth that if 
you and I look around us, we can, indeed, see things that remind us of the closeness—and care—of the Lord. 

Just such a moment happened last week for me—and it happened in the parking lot at IKEA.  Yes, IKEA!  I had traveled 
down the Robinson Town Center location in search of missing parts for a piece of furniture.  I had recently bought an 
IKEA bed frame off Craigslist and was not aware at the time that is was lacking more than a few screws and bolts needed 
to put it together.  Darn (to say the least!).   For over 20 minutes I stood in line at the “self-service” area until—at last—a 
young lady called me up.   I must have looked pretty pitiful to her, because she looked at me and said, “We have all the 
parts you need—we will get them to you for free—don’t worry!”  She proceeded to order them.   

Thank you, Lord! 

Did I wish the parts had been available right then and there?  Of course!  I made my way to the car slightly 
disappointed.  I opened the door—sat down and got ready to drive back—and then, it happened: I looked up and saw 
the cloud burst you see in the image today.   It grabbed me—it made me pause for a moment--actually more like 3 
minutes or so.  I got out of my car and looked up as the air about me swirled.  I smiled as the sunlight caused great 
beams of light to spread out from the clouds over head.  Out came the camera, and perhaps to the amazement of 
everyone else in the IKEA parking lot, I started taking pictures of the sky.  Did I look like a crazy person?  Well, maybe a 
bit… 

“You make the clouds your chariot!” 



Outdated imagery?  Yes.  But for a few minutes, last week, I was lifted into a place of awe and wonder over the world 
around me—and moved to praise the One behind it all. 

Psalm 104 is a hymn not just to the presence of God, but also to the provision and to the protection God provides 
us.    An everlasting truth—and a truth, I hope and pray, that all of us will be reminded of as we look up—or down—or 
take a good look around us, each and every day. 

Faithfully, 
Todd 
 
P.S.  The parts arrived today, one week earlier than anticipated! 
 

Sunday Worship as Park Apart   

The worship video will be available on Sunday at 11:00 am and you can continue to find us anytime thereafter at 
https://www.parkpres.org/swl-sunday-worship-live. The bulletin for the service can also be found on the Sunday 
Worship page of our site. If you have announcements or prayer requests, please send them to Pastor Todd on 
Sunday morning via text at 612-554 6527 or email at revallen@parkpres.org.  

Mask Policy  

Due to the highly transmissible nature of the Delta variant and the recent spike 
of cases in Beaver County, the Session strongly encourages masks to be worn 
by all, vaccinated or unvaccinated, out of consideration for fellow church 
members and guests. Should you forget your mask, disposable masks are 
available in the sanctuary.  

Thank you for your cooperation in this new policy as we strive to serve one another well. 

October Is Pastor Appreciation Month! 
 

We are so blessed to have our new pastor, Rev. Todd 
Allen! We look forward to a long and exciting season 

of ministry together! 
 

We appreciate you, Pastor Todd! 

Acknowledgement of Our Sunday Offering 

Beginning this week, we will add a moment in our service to acknowledge and dedicate our offerings during 
Sunday worship.  An offering plate will be brought forward to be received and prayerfully dedicated followed by 
the singing of the Doxology. 

Monthly “Fellowship Sundays” Following Worship 

Beginning next month, we will enjoy time together with friends and neighbors 
following worship on the first Sunday of each month.  For November, there be an 
additional time of fellowship on the 21st, Christ the King Sunday, as we celebrate and 
give thanks for the Kingship of Christ and the blessings of our lives. We are seeking 
volunteers to host these events. A sign up sheet is on the table in the  
Gathering Area. 



 

Beaver Area School District Opportunity 

Beaver Area Middle School is looking to fill a full-time Teaching Assistant (TA) position, and I was wondering if you 
would be able to share the following posting with your parishioners.  Any help to fill this position would be greatly 
appreciated!  Thanks! 

Beaver Area Middle School (Grades 7-8) in the Beaver Area School District is looking to fill one of our currently 
vacant Teaching Assistant (TA) positions. Through this position, this individual would work closely with our special 
education staff as well as our content area faculty to ensure that students' needs are being met daily. With the 
role of the teaching assistant, there is also a great deal of work that is done with individual students who may 
need academic support. This may include pushing into content area classes to support and redirect students, 
provide small group testing for learners, and assist with organization, among other duties. Applicants must be able 
to provide their PA Criminal History, PA Child Abuse, and FBI Fingerprint clearances and must hold at least an 
associate degree equivalency. The hours for this position are 7:20 a.m. - 2:55 p.m. daily, and the hourly rate is 
$11.00/hr. All interested applicants can email Mr. Steve Katkich, Beaver Area Middle School Principal at 
katkichs@basd.k12.pa.us. 

Celebrating Birthdays 
next week: 

Carol Fedeles 17th 

Jack Leyda 17th 

Charlie Berenbrok 18th 

Tina vanHartogh 20th 

Hazel Stewart 20th 

Analyne Owens 20th 

Christi Ringer 23rd 

 

 

 

 


