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This Weeks Sermon Scriptures Contact Us 

“More with Less” 
 Rev. Bob Goossen  

Romans 12:1-8 
RevGoossen@parkpres.org 
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NOTE: This week we will be having a blessing of the backpacks, and devices, during our Children’s Chat. Please 
have children bring these items to your home worship center as you gather to worship. 
 
Dear Park Family and Friends, 
  
Over the years the last week of August has been one of my favorite weeks of the summer. As a teacher it was 
the anticipation of the students returning to the classroom. The all too quiet weeks of August were about to 
end. While serving at Bethel Church it was the third best week of the summer, following VBS and the mission 
trip weeks. Why, because it was county fair week. For that rural, family farm- based congregation this was a 
big week with youngsters showing their livestock, families and neighbors strolling the grounds, and several 
members very active on the fair board. For me it meant the fair grounds were my office, a place to encounter 
the congregation and their friends in the community. 
 
The final week of August 2020 brings a very different feel. We didn’t have any county fair to attend this 
summer, not even the wonderful Big Knob Grange Fair. There is more angst than excitement in my belly as the 
kids get ready to return to school and the teachers make final preparations in their classrooms. And here at 
Park we are looking at a Fall with virtual Sunday School, alternate adult education programming and no 
stewardship or fellowship dinners.  It’s so deeply different.  
 
Last week I read in the newspaper about virtual livestock sales for 4-Hers. I’ve talked to a teacher who is 
confident and excited about the ‘new arrangements’ for her students and ready to roll. Creative ideas emerge!  
 
 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Romans%2012%3A1-8&version=NIV
mailto:RevGoossen@parkpres.org


In the hymn God, Who Stretched the Spangled Heavens (268 Presbyterian Hymnal) are these lines: 
We, Your children in Your likeness, share inventive power with You; Great Creator, still creating show us 
what we yet may do… 
As each far horizon beckons, may it challenge us anew… 
Great Creator, give us guidance till our goals and Yours are one. 

 

in the joy of our grace-filled journey, pastor bob 
 

Sunday Worship as Park Apart   
The live worship video will be available on Sunday starting at 10:00am, and you can continue to find us anytime 
thereafter at https://www.parkpres.org/swl-sunday-worship-live. The bulletin for the service can also be found 
on the Sunday Worship page of our site. If you have announcements or prayer requests, please send them to 
Pastor Bob on Sunday morning via email: revgoossen@parkpres.org or call/text 724-464-4032. 
 

A Note of Thanks 

Thank you for all the Back-to-School backpacks!! Your generosity will provide some youth in 
our area the supplies needed to kick off this 2020 school year. Park Presbyterian Church is 
blessed to have so many caring members.     
–The Mission Commission   

An Update from The Center 
Hello Partners in the Gospel!  
 

It is so hard to believe fall is almost here! We wanted to give you an update about 
The Center. First, thank you so much for your prayers! We were able to host 7 
weeks of summer camps for kids K4-12th grade, serving 130 students! And we 
had no cases of COVID! Praise God! 
 

We will start our fall ministry for students on September 1, meeting each Tuesday & Thursday from 5:30-7:00pm 
for kids K4-12th grade. We will also have a STEAM program each Wednesday from 5:30-6:30pm for students in 
4th grade and older. 
 

Our food bank will continue to meet the 3rd Monday of each month from 10:00am-noon and 5:30-7:00pm.  
 

Our clothing bank will meet in the parking lot on October 12 from 5:30-7:00pm. 
 

A new sewing ministry will meet each Monday from 11:00am-4:00pm in the Upper Room starting September 14. 
 

A women's Bible study will resume on Saturday, September 12 from 10:00am-noon. 
 

We will continue to distribute food weekly to shut-ins and families in need, and to children daily. 
Please continue to cover The Center in prayer. We are always open to new volunteers as well & our programs 
are open to anyone who would like to join. 
 

Thank you so much for being willing to partner with us!! 
 

Jen Miller, Executive Director, The Center 

https://www.parkpres.org/swl-sunday-worship-live
http://www.midland.center/


Church is where God’s family gathers                                                                  
by Karen Milholland Alley for Presbyterians Today 
 

The characters I have found myself relating to most during the pandemic are 
those found in Laura Ingalls Wilder’s account of life in 19th century America 
that she writes about in “Little House on the Prairie.” Letting out the hem of 
last year’s dress to make do for a growing child totally makes sense now. 
Who needs new clothes when you never leave home? Sitting around the fire 

at night for a sing-along with Pa while Ma does the mending? 
 

And then there’s Sundays. 
 

As a Presbyterian preacher’s kid, growing up I could totally relate to Laura’s Saturday night baths and putting on 
her best dress for church the next day. Even the happy gatherings of shared meals on the church lawn were 
familiar to me. But those times when Laura’s family lived in remote areas where there was no church — or the 
weather kept them home — that’s where the similarities ended. Her family still celebrated the Sabbath with a 
day of rest and reading the Bible — at home. To me that sounded like pure torture. Not being able to run and 
play? Having to just read the Bible with Ma and Pa? I totally felt Laura’s pain as she fidgeted in her Sunday best. 
 

“I would never do that to my kids,” I said to my 10-year-old self. 
 

Well guess what? Things changed. 
 

Now, more than ever in their short lives, our kids are facing unknown, uncharted territory each day. We might 
not be mapping out new towns in the Wild West, but we are in the middle of our own new territory, facing 
challenges and uncertainties as we learn to cope with sheltering in place, social distancing, working from home 
and distance learning. Like Ma, I’m looking for ways to find purpose and meaning in life, for myself and for my 
family. 
 

For me, that means sticking to our Sunday routine of going to church, even if church looks a lot different these 
days.  
 

To read the full article, go to: https://www.presbyterianmission.org/story/church-is-where-gods-family-gathers/ 
 

An Update from Tiger Pause  
The world seemed to turn upside down 
this summer, and our ideas for some type 
of summer program were scratched and 
rethought multiple times. Only by the 
grace of God am I able to give an update about what this summer at Tiger Pause entailed. Our camp this summer 
looked vastly different from previous years. For starters, it was only four weeks instead of the normal six, and we 
ran it entirely on our Splash Pad property located on 8th Avenue in downtown Beaver Falls. We decided to have 
open enrollment each day, meaning any child could come throughout the summer. We averaged about 20-25 
children daily. Each day included high energy games, crafts, educational lessons, and lunch. It rarely rained and 
when it did, it only lasted a few mintes. God is good. His grace is sufficent.The staff did an AMAZING job and 
without them and their serving hearts, this summer would have looked much different. A huge shout-out to our 
teachers, who planned and taught comprehension and STEM lessons throughout the program. We would also 
like to thank Ready Yoursevles Youth Ranch for their partnerhsip. Thank you, Father, for your love, faihtfulness, 
protection and provision. 

Brittany Mavrich, Summer Camp Program Director, Tiger Pause 

https://www.presbyterianmission.org/story/church-is-where-gods-family-gathers/
https://www.tigerpause.net/


Upper Room Devotionals 
The September/October issue of daily devotionals from The Upper Room is now available at the 
church. Please stop by and pick one up from the box outside the 3rd Street entrance  or on the rack 
in the Gathering Room.  

Pop-up Pantry  
Any and all help is appreciated!!  If you would like to help with the daily restocking, 
please contact Bob Davis at rj6davis@gmail.com or contact the  
church office at 724-775-2936.  
Thank You, The Mission Commission 

Cloth Face Masks 
Hand-crafted cloth face masks are available for the Park family! You’ll find them inside the 3rd St door during 
normal office hours, Monday-Thursday 9:00 am-1:00 pm. 

Live Stream Team 
Would you like to become part of a live stream team?  We will begin to develop a cadre of folks to 
support this part of Park’s ministry over the next months. If you’d like to help with camera or    
computer operations on Sunday, or development of worship slides and resources, please contact 
Elliott Cramer, Jan Pasuit or Pastor Bob. 

Cards for Sale 
Betty Brosch has made greeting cards for sale. They are on a rack in the corner of the gathering room. All 
proceeds will go to the air conditioning fund. The cards are blank on the inside, perfect for any occasion! 

Park Helpers 
We have some individuals who are willing to do a grocery run or a pharmacy pick-up. We also have some young 
adults who might come by and rake a yard or do a little outside work.  Contact Matt Stewart, Elliott Cramer or 
Pastor Bob and we’ll try to connect you. Always remembering, safety first. 

 
Celebrating Birthdays this 

Week: 
Gary Leonard 30 

Bonnie Schmidt 31 
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