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Greetings Park Friends and Family, 

We have a wonderful opportunity in front of us for this Sunday, September 20th. We will gather for worship in 
the park, just across the street from the front of our church. Worship will begin at 11:00 am and the early 
weather forecast is for cool and sunny with zero chance of rain!!  Bring your own chair, hot drink of choice and 
wear your mask. Once we are settled and well-spaced we can relax, enjoy worshiping together in scripture, 
prayer and song. Come ready to engage in a praise- filled, and out of the ordinary, time. The church will be 
open for restroom use. Our adult Round Table Pulpit discussion will be held inside at 9:45 am.  Our service will 
not be live streamed, but be recorded and available by 1:00 pm or after. 

On October 4th we will celebrate World Communion Sunday. I invite us to consider the Peace and Global 
Witness resource that follows as we give consideration to our peace witness in these days. 

Also in this issue we offer a resource that was developed many years back, in a season of much tension within 
our churches. It is Seeking to be Faithful Together: Guidelines for Presbyterians in Times of Disagreement. This 
is an excellent resource for us in our workplaces, our homes and families and in our churches.  

 

grace & peace, pastor bob 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Matthew%2020%3A1-16&version=NIV
mailto:RevGoossen@parkpres.org


Sunday Worship as Park Apart   

A recorded worship video will be available on Sunday starting at 1:00 pm, and you can continue to find us 
anytime thereafter at https://www.parkpres.org/swl-sunday-worship-live. If you have announcements or prayer 
requests, please send them to Pastor Bob on Sunday morning via email: revgoossen@parkpres.org or call/text 
724-464-4032. 
 

Building God’s House of Peace 
Congregations of many denominations extend the 
peace of Christ with a blessing during their service. 
“The peace of Christ be with you (and also with 
you).” It is a blessing offered and a blessing returned 
in kind. The peace of Christ is part of what our faith offers to us. Extending the peace of Christ is part of an 
active, engaged faith—a witness to what it means for us to be building the household of God. 
 

In God’s global house, there are people of every background. In God’s house, there are people of every race, age 
and gender. In God’s house, people who are different from each other in almost every way live together and 
seek ways to bring about Christ’s peace in every part of our lives. We speak out and claim the truth in Second 
Thessalonians, “May the Lord of peace himself give you peace at all times in all ways.” In our church gatherings, 
we practice offering Christ’s peace, trusting that the blessing offered will also be returned.  
 

On World Communion Sunday, we celebrate that Christ’s peace extends throughout all creation. We celebrate 
that we are all together at the table, in God’s house. We celebrate that we are offered what we need to continue 
the work of building the household of God with active peacemakers here at home and around the world.   
 

We take action today by offering a blessing of our own. Through our participation in the Peace & Global Witness 
Offering, our church is extending Christ’s peace throughout our community—25 percent of the gifts received will 
stay right here at the church to build God’s house alongside Park Presbyterian Church. Twenty-five percent will 
support regional efforts in our presbytery and synod, and 50 percent will go the Presbyterian Mission Agency for 
its ministries of education and partnership with active peacemakers all around the world.  
 

Peacemakers in places like Cameroon, where violence and conflict threaten, peacemakers providing ministries of 
reconciliation inside prison walls, and peacemakers seeking to eradicate diseases like HIV-AIDS and their impacts 
on the most vulnerable, all gather with us at the table in God’s house, and greet us, saying, “The peace of Christ 
be with you.” 
 

Please give generously. 

Stories from the Pantry  
The Center in Midland donated 15 boxes of produce yesterday which Dave and I 
picked up and placed in the pantry. They will have more next Thursday for us to pick 
up so I will hang a sign in the pantry on Monday to alert our “customers” that produce 
will arrive on Thursday.  It looked really nice!   
One of the clerks at the Dollar General donated $80 to the pantry yesterday when I 

was loading our purchases in the car.  We have come to know him through our weekly visits and each week he 
thanks us for the work we do.    

—Susan Ivey 

https://www.parkpres.org/swl-sunday-worship-live


Seeking to Be Faithful Together: Guidelines for 
Presbyterians in Times of Disagreement 

In a spirit of trust and love, we promise we will… 

Give them a hearing… listen before we answer (John 7:51 and Proverbs 18:13)  
1. Treat each other respectfully so as to build trust, believing that we all desire to be faithful to Jesus the Christ; 
we will keep our conversations and communications open for candid and forthright exchange,  

• we will not ask questions or make statements in a way that will intimidate or judge others.                        
2. Learn about various positions on the topic of disagreement.  
3. State what we think we heard and ask for clarification before responding, in an effort to be sure we 
understand each other.  

 

Speak the truth in love (Ephesians 4:15)  
4. Share our concerns directly with individuals or groups with whom we have disagreements in a spirit of love 
and respect in keeping with Jesus’ teachings.  

5. Focus on ideas and suggestions instead of questioning people’s motives, intelligence or integrity;  
• we will not engage in name-calling or labeling of others prior to, during or following the discussion.  

6. Share our personal experiences about the subject of disagreement so that others may more fully understand 
our concerns.  

 

Maintain the unity of the spirit in the bond of peace (Ephesians 4:3)  
7. Indicate where we agree with those of other viewpoints as well as where we disagree.  
8. Seek to stay in community with each other though the discussion may be vigorous and full of tension;  

• we will be ready to forgive and be forgiven.  
9. Follow these additional guidelines when we meet in decision-making bodies:  

• urge people of various points of view to speak and promise to listen to these positions seriously  
• seek conclusions informed by our points of agreement;  
• be sensitive to the feelings and concerns of those who do not agree with the majority and respect their 

rights of conscience;  
• abide by the decision of the majority, and if we disagree with it and wish to change it, work for that change 

in ways that are consistent with these Guidelines.  
10. Include our disagreement in our prayers, not praying for the triumph of our viewpoints, but seeking God’s 
grace to listen attentively, to speak clearly and to remain open to the vision God holds for us all. 

 
For more information or to download this resource, go to: 
file:///U:/Seeking-to-be-Faithful-Together-Guidelines-for-Presbyterians-in-Times-of-Disagreement.pdf  

Technology Upgrades  
Park church is in the process of purchasing both a Zoom and Mailchimp subscription. 
This will enhance our connectivity. Zoom will allow us to host meetings, group chats, 
book studies, and circle groups as we strive to live into the changes that have emerged. 
The church office will be available to help set these up, as well as a member 
administrator. MailChimp allows for emails that are more attractive, interactive and a 
variety of other features we will be learning about along the way. 

file://ppcsvr15/User%20Share/Admin/Seeking-to-be-Faithful-Together-Guidelines-for-Presbyterians-in-Times-of-Disagreement.pdf


Faith Practices Toolkits 
Are you looking for resources you can use to grow in your faith during this time? The 
PC-USA’s Office of Christian Formation has recently developed some Faith Practices 
Toolkits on the topics of Sabbath, hospitality, prayer, service, storytelling and 
retreating. If you’d like to take advantage of these resources, simply go to: 
https://www.presbyterianmission.org/ministries/theology-formation-and-
evangelism/office-of-christian-formation/faith-practices-toolkit/  ster 

Food Pantry Volunteers Needed  
We need your help! As you know, our food pantry has helped feed many of our 
neighbors over the last 6 ½ months. Although a great cause, just keeping it open 
and stocked has worn out our original seven food pantry members. We are looking 
for people that may want to help shop and stock once every 2 weeks. If you think 
you could help with this, please contact Bob Davis at rj6davis@gmail.com or 724-
312- 3309.  Thank You, Park Church Mission Commission 

Cloth Face Masks 
Hand-crafted cloth face masks are available for the Park family! You’ll find them inside the 3rd St door during 
normal office hours, Monday-Thursday 9:00 am-1:00 pm. 

Live Stream Team 
Would you like to become part of a live stream team?  We will begin to develop a cadre of folks 
to support this part of Park’s ministry over the next months. If you’d like to help with camera or    
computer operations on Sunday, or development of worship slides and resources, please contact 
Elliott Cramer, Jan Pasuit or Pastor Bob. 

Park Helpers 
We have some individuals who are willing to do a grocery run or a pharmacy pick-up. We also have some young 
adults who might come by and rake a yard or do a little outside work. Contact Matt Stewart, Elliott Cramer or 
Pastor Bob and we’ll try to connect you. Always remembering, safety first. 

 
Celebrating Birthdays this 

Week: 
Ann Linkimer  18 

Jeri Blaze 20 

John Gaydos 22 

 

https://www.presbyterianmission.org/ministries/theology-formation-and-evangelism/office-of-christian-formation/faith-practices-toolkit/
https://www.presbyterianmission.org/ministries/theology-formation-and-evangelism/office-of-christian-formation/faith-practices-toolkit/
mailto:rj6davis@gmail.com
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