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Dear Park Family & Friends, 

Greetings on a cold February morning as the sun sparkles off the crisp snow-covered landscape slowly melting 
the ice coverings of recent days. Sunshine reminds me of the steadfastness of God’s love, God’s self-binding 
love.  

We are embarking on several weeks of exploring the theme of covenant as it comes to us in the lectionary 
readings for this Lenten season. Covenants are an overarching narrative in both the Old and New Testaments. 
God binds Godself to humankind from the promise to Noah to never again bring catastrophic flooding, to 
bring from Abraham and Sarah descendants as numerous as the sand on the seashore, to Jeremiah’s promise 
of a new covenant to the fulfillment of the new covenant when Jesus lifts the wine goblet in the Upper Room 
with his disciples.  

As we hear familiar stories we’ll explore the dynamic dimensions of living as a covenant people, then and now. 
I hope you’ll be joining us for worship and if there are curiosities or questions along the way please do not 
hesitate to be in touch.  May covenant love shine warm upon you. 

in hope and joy, pastor bob 

mailto:RevGoossen@parkpres.org


Weekly Attendance From Previous Sunday 

In person: 21                              

Sunday Worship as Park Apart   

The live worship video will be available on Sunday starting at 11:00 am, and you can continue to find us anytime 
thereafter at https://www.parkpres.org/swl-sunday-worship-live. The bulletin for the service can also be found on 
the Sunday Worship page of our site. If you have announcements or prayer requests, please send them to Pastor 
Bob on Sunday morning via email: revgoossen@parkpres.org or call/text 724-464-4032.  

Special Note on Covid-19 
If a person who has been in attendance at a church activity has received a positive Covid-19 result, the 
congregation will be notified as to who that person is and what activity they attended. 

One Great Hour of Sharing February 17 - 
April 4, 2021 
In a world of disaster, hunger, and 
oppression, millions of people lack access to 

sustainable food sources, clean water, sanitation, education, and opportunity. The three programs supported by 
One Great Hour of Sharing - Presbyterian Disaster Assistance, the Presbyterian Hunger Program, and Self-
Development of People - all work in different ways to serve individuals and communities in need. From initial 
disaster response to ongoing community development, their work fits together to provide people with safety, 
sustenance, and hope. For over 70 years, One Great Hour of Sharing has provided Presbyterians a way to share 
God’s love with our neighbors in need around the world. 

Heritage of African Americans Celebration  
Friends: Taking time to remember our heritage is important! It reminds us who we have been, 
where we have been, and gives us clues for going forward. 
 

Sharing our heritage with one another is an opportunity to grow closer together as we listen 
and learn, and are prompted to consider how we go into the future – together. The Synod of 
the Trinity is pleased to be a part of the second annual Rich Heritage of African Americans in 
the Presbyterian Church celebration on Saturday, February 20th from 1:00-3:00 pm. We invite 
you to tune into this Zoom celebration sponsored by the Pittsburgh Chapter of the National 
Black Presbyterian Caucus.  Registration required, click here. 

Time to Order Easter Flowers 
Easter flower order forms will be available at the sanctuary doors and church office 
Sunday Feb. 21 until Sunday March 14. All orders and money must be turned in by 
Sunday March 14. Please make checks payable to Park Church with “Easter flowers” 
clearly marked on the memo line. Lilies, tulips and hyacinths will be available for 
purchase.  Order forms and checks can be placed in the collection plates or sent to 
the church office.  For questions, contact Cheryl Leonard 724-728-2606. 

Attention All Bell Ringers 
Handbell rehearsals will begin again on Tuesday, March 2nd at 6PM. All are 
welcome to join! If you’d like to ring, Eric Kochanowski will be happy to answer any 
questions you may have (724-841-5810). 

https://www.parkpres.org/swl-sunday-worship-live
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Update from the Christian Nurture Commission 
Although the year 2020 rendered our working at a more limited capacity than usual within the church, the 
Christian Nurture Commission, through the efforts of its committed members Barbara Anderson, Susan Ivey, Katie 
Saylor, and Andrea Yothers, sought various ways to nurture and educate our children and adults. 
 

The year started off normally enough with a group of women AND MEN who gathered for the workshop, “The 
Making and Use of Protestant Prayer Beads.” About 2 weeks in, the pandemic lockdown began, and due to the 
nature of the content, it was the consensus of the group to not continue by Zoom. (We were all relative Zoom 
newbies at that point.) 

The rest of the spring the Commission dived into the planning of VBS, although to begin with, we had no idea what 
it would look like.  Selecting the theme, “Rainforest Explorers,” we decided to go virtual and with the help of 
videographer Elliott Cramer, backdrop designer Anne Berenbrok, and various talented church storytellers and 
seamstresses, we presented a wonderful VBS experience in July.  The children were provided with take-home kits 
complete with creative crafts, tasty snacks, and activity sheets to complement the online daily Bible stories.  

Additionally this summer, Sunday School lessons and activities about the parables of Jesus were created and sent 
to the children, grades preschool through five. For the fall, out of an abundance of caution, the Commission 
decided once again to not meet in person for Sunday School. We were able to find a curriculum and materials for 
children and parents to use at home, and have continued with that through the winter quarter. 

The Adopt A Book Program, which we resurrected this year and scheduled for September, was postponed until 
October due to a resurgence of the pandemic. Through the generosity of our members, we were able to add 25 
new books—a wide variety of genres for both adults and children—to our Park Church Library.  

Our adult Sunday School class, led by Jan Pasuit, undertook a study of N.T. Wright’s God and the Pandemic in 
November. An advent study, Christmas in the Four Gospel Homes which was to have been led by Roxanne Walker, 
was cancelled due to the pandemic, however the book was provided to class members for at home study and 
reflection. 

Our year ended once again with Elliott’s help. As we had done for Celebration Sunday in the spring, we worked 
with our Sunday School children to provide a video presentation for our members during worship. With Eric at the 
piano, the children did a fantastic job of bringing the story of the nativity to us through the eyes of the “friendly 
beasts.” We hope that this brought some joy to all during this challenging past year. 

Consider Becoming a Power Red Donor 
A Power Red donation results in TWICE the amount of red cells 
taken than a whole blood donation and because of that, some 
special requirements must be met. Besides being O positive, O 
negative, A negative or B negative, a POWER RED donor must meet 
more stringent height and weight requirements. If you are male, 
you must be at least 5’1” and weight at least 130 pounds; if you are 
a female, you must be at least 5’5” and weigh at least 150 
pounds. All Power Red donors must have a higher than normal iron 
content to qualify. If you meet the qualifications, please sign up for 
a Power Red slot! 



Volunteers Needed 
If you would like to volunteer from 1:00-4:00 for the Blood Drive on March 2, please contact the church office at 
724-775-2936 or adminoffice@parkpres.org. 

New online and printable Lenten devotional for 2021  
from Presbyterians Today 
The Way to Shalom: A Lenten Journey to Peace and Wholeness 

Lent is all about spiritual renewal. It is a sacred time of 
preparation for Easter and a time to reflect on what God has done 
to redeem us and how we can live a whole and full life as a child of 
God. 

Many of us see Lent as a season of penitence, fasting, service and 
contemplation — but at the top of our list should be a prayer for the 
acquisition of peace. In our devotional this year, we invite you to reflect upon the gift of shalom, the Hebrew word 
with a host of meanings: peace, security, well-being, health, completeness. Our spiritual goal: exploring how can 
we receive this gift of shalom and, in turn, bestow it upon the world. 

Now, more than ever, we deeply crave shalom. Our world is in desperate need of peace. The United States has 
just come out of a contentious election, a struggle with a global pandemic, and painful racial violence. Poverty, 
misery and despair fill many corners of the world. Yes, we desire peace. We need peace. 

Every week from Ash Wednesday (February 17) through Easter (April 4), this year’s devotional focuses on 
shalom — and what it can mean in our lives and how we can bring it to the world. We explore themes of justice, 
peace, healing, hope, repairing and reconciliation. You’ll find Scripture readings along with beautiful meditations 
and prayers written by the director and staff of the Presbyterian Office of Public Witness in Washington: the Rev. 
Jimmie Hawkins, Catherine Gordon and Christian Brooks. You’ll be challenged and moved — and hopefully, 
spiritually enriched.  
      The Way to Shalom is online and free for download or printing. Hard copies are available in the church 
office and in the sanctuary. You’re invited to use it, share it, excerpt from it and make it your spiritual 
companion this Lent. 

 

 
 
 

Celebrating Birthdays 
this Week: 

Vivian Cramer 18 

Clif Dietz 19 

Larry Bittner  20 

Mary Garvin 20 

Roxanne Walker  21 

Chris Dugan 22 
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