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“A voice says, “Cry out!”  And I said, “What shall I cry?”  (Isaiah 40:6) 
 
 Our lives move between the hoped for twinkling of the Christmas lights and the deep blue of long 
winter nights. Driving home on Friday night I was treated to the first round of Christmas lights—it was the 
night after Thanksgiving. As I write today, the first snow has fallen, meteorological winter has begun, we are 
entering the six weeks of deepest, darkest, longest nights.   
 The Isaiah passage above is from a time when the leaders of Judah are in captivity in Babylon. It was a 
deep, dark season; but not a season without hope. Into those nights, in answer to the above question, the 
prophet spoke, “‘Here is your God!’…He will feed his flock like a shepherd; he will gather the lambs in his arms, 
and carry them in his bosom, and gently lead the mother sheep.”   
 Last December some of us gathered here at Park for a longest night service, sometimes called a blue 
Christmas. Not for the use of blue as the color for Advent, which is another discussion, but for the particular 
blue feelings that come with loneliness or depression for those who find this time of year more painful than 
pleasant. Mat and Gretchen Meyer found last year’s service particularly touching and this year he has offered 
to lead our service. In order for it to reach more homes, and be most helpful, we will record it and make it 
available through our web page in the upcoming days. It is our hope and prayer that in a year when the 
darkness seems extra thick and weighty, we will be blessed to sit with the Spirit in word, song and meditation. 
I am grateful to Mat for his leadership and continued dedication to the Park family, as he journeys on in 
preparation for ministry. 
 

in peace, pastor bob 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Isaiah%2040%3A1-11&version=NIV
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Sunday Worship as Park Apart   

The live worship video will be available on Sunday starting at 11:00 am, and you can continue to find us anytime 
thereafter at https://www.parkpres.org/swl-sunday-worship-live. The bulletin for the service can also be found 
on the Sunday Worship page of our site. If you have announcements or prayer requests, please send them to 
Pastor Bob on Sunday morning via email: revgoossen@parkpres.org or call/text 724-464-4032.  

Special Note on Covid-19 
If a person who has been in attendance at a church activity has received a positive Covid-19 result, the 
congregation will be notified as to who that person is and what activity they attended. 

Congregational Meeting This Sunday 
The Park Church annual congregational meeting, for the purpose of 
electing elders, deacons, an auditor and at-large nominating committee 
members, will be held following the worship service on Sunday, 
December 6th. To include active members who are worshiping via the 
live stream, we will email an invitation to participate in our 
congregational meeting through Zoom. You will be able to vote by 
using the raise your hand feature in Zoom; training will be 
provided. Watch your email for an invitation this week!  

Order Poinsettias Now 
Once again we have an opportunity to fill the sanctuary with beautiful 
poinsettias for the Christmas season in memory or honor of someone special. 
Order forms are available on the Park church website, in the office and at the 
sanctuary doors. All order forms and money must be in by December 6th. You 
can mail your order to the church or place them in the collection plate in the 
sanctuary. Please specify color choice. Checks may be made payable to Park 
Presbyterian Church with a “poinsettia” notation. The price (as last year) will    

                                                               be $6.25. Any questions, please contact Cheryl Leonard at 724-728-2606. 

Giving Tree Available  
Hard to believe but Christmas is in just a few weeks. Deacons will have plenty 
of tags on the Christmas Giving Tree in the Gathering Area to choose. With 
your generosity, many needy children in our Beaver County area and some of 
our own Park Church members will find a special present under their trees on 
Christmas morning. Please take a tag or two to brighten the holiday season for 
others. Wrapped and tagged gifts need to be returned to the Giving Tree by 
December 20th. 

Corrections to the First Printing of the Cookbook 
1.  Under "Soups, Salads & Vegetables" - Pineapple Casserole - Where it says 6 
tablespoons - add all-purpose flour.   
2.  Under "Cookies, Candies, Cakes" - Apple-Nut Cake - The recipe begins on the back of 
the first card, but the Lemon Glaze recipe that should go with it is included farther into 
the section (maybe 7 cards or so from the end). The Lemon Glaze card needs to be 
moved to follow the Apple-Nut Cake card. 
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Second Printing of the Cookbook 
The second batch of cookbooks are now available and will continue to be available while the demand 
exists. Cookbooks can be picked up after church or at the church office. You may also contact the church at 724-
775-2936 or email adminoffice@parkpres.org to request copies. Suggested donation is $10.00.  

Lots of New Additions to the Library 
There IS good news from the Park Library this week! Twenty-five new books have been 
catalogued and are available in the Gathering Area for your reading pleasure. Thanks to 
everyone who helped make this happen! 
 

   ADULT FICTION 
   The Book of Longings by Sue Monk Kidd 
   As Bright As Heaven by Susan Meissner 
   Winter Solstice by Rosamunde Pilcher 
   Christmas with Miss Read by Miss Read 
   Home by Marilynne Robinson 
   Lila by Marilynne Robinson 
   Jack by Marilynne Robinson 

   

   ADULT NONFICTION 
   A Year of Playing Catch by Ethan Bryan 
   One Long River of Song: Notes on Wonder by Brian Doyle 
   Extraordinary Hospitality for Ordinary Christians by Victoria Duerstock 
   Heart to Heart: Hand in Paw by Peggy Frezon 
   The Gathering Table by The Gingham Apron 
   You Are Never Alone by Max Lucado 
   Be the Bridge by Latasha Morrison 
   You’re Not Listening: What You’re Missing and Why It Matters by Kate Murphy 

                                       God and the Pandemic by N.T. Wright 
 

CHILDREN’S FICTION 
The Berenstain Bears’ Harvest Festival by Mike Berenstain 
May God Bless You and Keep You by Sarah Raymond Cunningham 
This Is the Church by Sarah Raymond Cunningham 
Keller’s Heart by John Gray 
The Pirate and the Firefly: A Boy, a Bug, and a Lesson in Wisdom by Amanda Jenkins 
All the Colors of Christmas by Matthew Paul Turner 
When God Made the World by Matthew Paul Turner 

 
   CHILDREN’S NONFICTION 
   Preaching to the Chickens by Jabari Asim 
   The Dog in the Dentist Chair by Peggy Frezon 
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Advent Devotional from the Presbytery 
This year our presbytery is providing weekly Advent video devotionals: 
https://beaverbutler.org/advent-devotions/. They will highlight four pastors 
speaking to the four classic themes of Advent—Hope, Peace, Joy and Love. As 
these devotionals draw us closer to the Christ Child’s birth, they also provide 
an opportunity to get know pastors in our presbytery. Our very own Rev. Bob 
Goossen is featured in Week Two! 

Advent Devotional from Presbyterians Today 
Are you looking for a thoughtful devotional to use during Advent? Look no further—
Presbyterians Today has got you covered with their new Advent and Christmas 
devotional “Let Us Light Candles: Matthew 25 and the work of Advent.” This 
extended online devotional — taking us not just through Advent but through 
Christmastide and ending with Epiphany, Jan. 6 — brings to you the inspiring words in 
Howard Thurman’s poem “I Will Light Candles This Christmas.” Each week’s Advent 
and Christmas theme will be a stanza from Thurman’s poem, followed by a reading 
from Scripture, a short meditation and closing prayer. At the start of each week will 
be a reflection question in which you are invited to light a candle and ponder more 
deeply that week’s theme. Click here for the devotional or pick up a printed copy of 
the Introduction through Christmas Eve at the church. 

 

Christmas Cards for Sale 
Betty Brosch has made some festive new Christmas greeting cards for sale. They are on a rack in the corner of 
the Gathering Room. All proceeds will go to the air conditioning fund. The cards are blank on the inside, ready to 
be personalized by you! 

 

 

Celebrating Birthdays this Week: 
Gail Rackley 3 

Lily Kraus 3 

Tim Yothers 3 

David Young 4 

Calloway Yothers 4 

John Johnston 5 

Carol Kowalewski 5 

John Berenbrok 6 

Holly Heckathorne 7 

Joyce Snitger 7 

Herman Brosch 9 

https://beaverbutler.org/advent-devotions/
https://www.presbyterianmission.org/ministries/today/advent2020/


 


	Sunday Worship as Park Apart  
	Special Note on Covid-19

