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July 9, 2020 

Weekly Park Branches 

This Weeks Sermon Scriptures Contact Us 

“A Soil Improvement Project” 

Rev Bob Goossen 
Matthew 13:1-9, 18-23 

RevGoossen@parkpres.org 

724-775-2936 

 
As the Covid numbers increase and the state health department considers various restrictions please watch the news 

and your email. As of Thursday morning no new restrictions are in place for Beaver and we will continue as we did last 

Sunday. Should the situation change we will adjust to comply with the health department guidelines. 

Dear Park Family & Friends, 

A few of our senior members, if they are lifetime Presbyterians, may remember the day when the session was a group of 

men in blue serge suits, always the same men. It was the time when a person was called to be an elder and the 

ordination for life meant they would be on the session ‘for life.’  Once an elder always an elder took on a new meaning 

when term limits came into our churches. Now elders and deacons may serve up to six consecutive years before taking a 

break, usually a much needed and welcome break.  When new elders or deacons are ordained, having answered the 

long string of questions, all previously ordained folks are invited forward for a prayer that includes the laying on of 

hands. It is a beautiful and powerful moment when we call on the Holy Spirit to both bless and inspire. 

One of the shortest questions in that long list is one of the most poignant. Will you 

serve with energy, intelligence, imagination and love?  I’d be happy with a reaffirmation 

of one’s faith in Jesus and then this simple question–said what’s really important–done. 

In the most recent issue of Presbyterians Today the cover features a young adult 

sporting a T-shirt with these words with #WeAreTheChurch below.  The article, 

available in full here,  https://www.presbyterianmission.org/story/pt-0720-crisis/ , 

reminds us that in a time of crisis we have amazing resources for ministry in creative 

ways we might not have previously explored.  

In what ways is the Holy Spirit helping you to live creatively in these days?  May we 

each lean into the love of God as we contemplate the opportunities that we did not 

seek, but that Jesus invites us to explore in these days. These gifts are not just for elders 

and deacons, they are for each one of God’s precious children. And they are ours for life. Thanks be to God! 

ever in hope, pastor bob 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Matthew+13%3A1-9%2C+18-23&version=NRSV
mailto:RevGoossen@parkpres.org
https://www.presbyterianmission.org/story/pt-0720-crisis/
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Sunday Worship as Park Apart   

The live worship video will be available on Sunday starting at 10:00am, and you can continue to find us 

anytime thereafter at https://www.parkpres.org/swl-sunday-worship-live. The bulletin for the service can also 

be found on the Sunday Worship page of our site. If you have announcements or prayer requests, please send 

them to Pastor Bob Sunday via email: revgoossen@parkpres.org or call/text 724-464-4032. 

Guidelines as We Regather for Worship  

As a reminder, online streaming of the service will be available live each Sunday, and anytime following, at 

parkpres.org. 

Guidelines: 

1. Come with caution for the health and safety of yourself and others. No one will be judged in any way if 

they choose to stay home.   

2. If you are feeling ill, or have a temperature, please stay home. 

3. Properly worn face masks will be required while inside the church building on Sundays. Park will have 

some available if you forget yours, or do not have one. 

4. We will observe physical distancing recommendations of six feet. Those sheltering together, as one 

family, may sit together. Pews will be marked for safe seating and ushers will assist us to find a place. 

5. Doors will be propped open 15 minutes before and immediately after worship: the main door, the 

ramp door, the back parking lot door, and the 3rd St. door. 

6. Hand sanitizer will be available for all to use. Sadly, the wonderful practice of shaking hands will need 

to be avoided. 

7. Offering plates will be available upon arrival or departure. 

8. Bulletins may be picked up by worshippers; they’ll be safely arranged Thursday. 

9. Congregational singing will not happen, due to the fact that we push air out further when we sing (as 

much as 15 feet or more). Music may be provided by soloists, duets or trios. 

10. Children will sit with their parents for the Children’s Chat. 

11. Initially, we will not have communion. 

12. Attendance will be taken for the purpose of contact tracing during this pandemic. Greeters will have a 

check list at the main, piano and soundboard sanctuary entrances. 

13. Please plan to leave the church building immediately at the conclusion of the service. Ushers will 

dismiss us for safe departures. Front yard and sidewalk conversations will be a blessing to all as we 

share our journeys. 

14. Bathrooms off of the Gathering Room will be available, as needed.  A procedure for cleanliness will be 

posted inside. Parents please accompany younger children. 

15. Other areas of the church should not be accessed. 

16. Please follow these guidelines so that we may continue to worship together. 

https://www.parkpres.org/swl-sunday-worship-live
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Park Preschool Cancels for 2020-2021  

The Preschool Board has met several times recently to discuss the preschool and the impact that 

the Covid-19 pandemic may have on the upcoming school year. We have been closely following 

the advice of public health authorities, specifically the CDC guidelines regarding safety and health 

concerns for children in school settings going forward. Following extensive and heartfelt 

discussions, the time has come for us to determine what is best for the children and their 

families.  We have made the difficult decision to cancel the preschool for the 2020-2021 school year. We are planning to 

reopen the preschool for the 2021-2022 school year and will offer all families enrolled in this year’s class first chance to 

register for next year. 

Procedure for Giving 

First of all THANK YOU to all who have so generously given to the food pantry 

and chiller.   

We would like to ask you to please keep “other giving” separate from your 

regular or pledged giving. 

We have two checking accounts; one is the general checking account which our pledged giving goes into and 

from which bills are paid. The second checking is our “restricted” checking account. This is where all “special” 

giving goes. When you write a check and include a “special” giving with your regular giving, this makes it very 

difficult for our book keeping. If you could keep your “pledge giving” separate, we would truly appreciate it. As 

an example, I would like to give to both the chiller and food pantry and I also need to give my weekly pledge 

amount. First I would write my regular pledge check, in the memo put my envelope #, then I would write a 

second check made out to Park Presbyterian church and in the memo write my envelope # and “Chiller” 

donation. I would write a third check made out to Park Presbyterian church and in the memo write my 

envelope # and “food pantry”. This will help the book keeping tremendously. If you have any questions, please 

see anyone on the Finance Commission. 

Thank you, Sue Hage, Lucy Flynn, John Johnston, Don and Jonell Conley, Jan Pasuit, Bob and Joyce Davis 

Worship Volunteers 

A few volunteers are needed over the coming weeks to stand near the sanctuary 

entrances—six or more feet away from others, of course—to say hello, take 

attendance and help out in other small ways as worshipers arrive. If you're 

planning on attending worship in-person over the coming weeks and would be 

willing to help out, please contact Matt Stewart so we can add you to the schedule 

(Mstewart88@gmail.com or 330-554-7485). 
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Vacation Bible School – Save the Date! 

Join us for a virtual Vacation Bible School rainforest adventure! 

Park Pres VBS will take place Monday, July 27th through Friday, July 31st. 

Children of any age are welcome, but the event is targeted for children from 

preschool to 5th grade. 

This event will be ONLINE and FREE! Register at: https://vbspro.events/p/events/parkpres-vbs2020  

There will be take-home kits and fun daily activities and videos, then we will have a Zoom hangout each night 

from 6:30-7:00pm for kids to do a game, a song, and a prayer together. 

Cards for Sale 

Betty Brosch has made greeting cards for sale. They are on a rack in the corner of the gathering room. All 

proceeds will go to the air conditioning fund. The cards are blank on the inside, perfect for any occasion! 

Cloth Face Masks 

Hand-crafted cloth face masks are available for the Park family! You’ll find them inside the 3rd St door during 

normal office hours, Monday-Thursday 9:00 am-1:00 pm.  

Park Helpers 

We have some individuals who are willing to do a grocery run or a pharmacy pick-up. We also have some 

young adults who might come by and rake a yard or do a little outside work.  Contact Matt Stewart, Elliott 

Cramer or Pastor Bob and we’ll try to connect you. Always remembering, safety first. 

 

Celebrating Birthdays this Week: 

Kelsey Schaller 14 

Joann Andrews 15 

 

https://vbspro.events/p/events/parkpres-vbs2020

