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"Wherever people love each other and are true to each other  
and take risks for each other, God is with them and for them  

and they are doing God’s will.” – Frederick Buechner 
 

Prelude  Eric Kochanowski 

Welcome and Announcements  Pastor Bob Goossen 

Song of Praise “Step by Step” 
O God, you are my God, and I will ever praise you. 
O God, you are my God, and I will ever praise you. 
I will seek you in the morning and I will learn to walk  
in your ways, and step by step you’ll lead me, 
And I will follow you all of my days. 

Prayer of Praise  Jeff Anderson 

Hymn 476 “O Worship the King, All Glorious Above!” 
1 O worship the King, all glorious above! 
O gratefully sing God's power and God's love; 
Our shield and defender, the Ancient of Days, 
Pavilioned in splendor and girded with praise. 
 

2 O tell of God's might, O sing of God's grace, 
Whose robe is the light, whose canopy space, 
His chariots of heaven the deep thunderclouds form, 
And bright is God's path on the wings of the storm. 
 

4 Thy bountiful care what tongue can recite? 
It breathes in the air, it shines in the light; 
It streams from the hills, it descends to the plain, 
And sweetly distills in the dew and the rain. 

 

 

Call to Confession  
Prayer of Confession (unison) 

We admit, Knowing God, that from plastic cards to websites, from handheld devices to our favorite 
sports teams, we are surrounded by a variety of gods who demand our worship.  We can all too easily 
believe that work is our life, that wealth is the reason for our being, and that success is the very air we 
breathe. 
Forgive us, God of mercy.  You are found in the child who holds our hand…in the Word that can 
transform our very lives.  You are the One who calls us to life, through Jesus Christ our Lord and Savior. 
Silence is kept… 

 

Assurance of Forgiveness (responsively) 
God loves us!  This grace is why we can dare to hope. This mercy is what heals us. Friends, believe the 
good news of the gospel. 

In Jesus Christ we are forgiven! 

Response “Gloria Patri” 

Greeting One Another with the Peace of Christ  
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Song of Illumination: 106 “Alleluia, Alleluia! Give Thanks” 

REFRAIN: 
Alleluia, Alleluia, give thanks to the risen Lord,  
Alleluia, Alleluia, give praise to His name. 

1 Jesus is Lord of all the earth. 
He is the King of creation.  [Refrain] 
 

2 Spread the good news o’er all the earth. 
Jesus has died and has risen.  [Refrain] 

 

The Scripture Lesson:  1 Peter 3:13-22 

13 Now who will harm you if you are eager to do what is good? 14 But even if you do suffer for doing 
what is right, you are blessed. Do not fear what they fear,[a] and do not be intimidated, 15 but in your 
hearts sanctify Christ as Lord. Always be ready to make your defense to anyone who demands from 
you an accounting for the hope that is in you; 16 yet do it with gentleness and reverence.[b] Keep your 
conscience clear, so that, when you are maligned, those who abuse you for your good conduct in Christ 
may be put to shame. 17 For it is better to suffer for doing good, if suffering should be God’s will, than to 
suffer for doing evil. 18 For Christ also suffered[c] for sins once for all, the righteous for the unrighteous, 
in order to bring you[d] to God. He was put to death in the flesh, but made alive in the spirit, 19 in which 
also he went and made a proclamation to the spirits in prison, 20 who in former times did not obey, 
when God waited patiently in the days of Noah, during the building of the ark, in which a few, that is, 
eight persons, were saved through water. 21 And baptism, which this prefigured, now saves you—not as 
a removal of dirt from the body, but as an appeal to God for[e] a good conscience, through the 
resurrection of Jesus Christ, 22 who has gone into heaven and is at the right hand of God, with angels, 
authorities, and powers made subject to him. 

Children’s Chat 

Special Music  

Sermon:  “Of Whys and Wherefores” 

An Affirmation of Faith (unison)   
   

 
 
 
 
 
Hymn: 433 “There’s a Spirit in the Air”    

1 There's a spirit in the air, 
Telling Christians everywhere; 
"Praise the love that Christ revealed, 
Living, working in our world!" 
 

2 Lose your shyness, find your tongue, 
Tell the world what God has done: 
God in Christ has come to stay. 
Live tomorrow's life today! 

3 When believers break the bread, 
When a hungry child is fed, 
Praise the love that Christ revealed, 
Living, working in our world. 
 

7 There's a Spirit in the air, 
Calling people everywhere; 
Praise the love that Christ revealed, 
Living, working in our world. 

 

Prayers of the People 
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Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, Thy kingdom come, Thy will be done, on earth as 
it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our debts as we forgive our debtors; and 
lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil, for thine is the kingdom and the power and the 
glory forever. Amen. 

An Invitation to Our Offering 

Hymn: 267 “All Things Bright and Beautiful”  
REFRAIN: 
All things bright and beautiful, 
All creatures great and small, 
All things wise and wonderful: 
The Lord God made them all. 

1 Each little flower that opens, 
Each little bird that sings: 
God made their glowing colors, 
God made their tiny wings. (Refrain) 

 

4 God gave us eyes to see them, 
And lips that we might tell 
How great is God Almighty, 
Who has made all things well. (Refrain) 

 

Charge & Benediction 


