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Dear Park Family & Friends,  
 
As we move through a season when the world presses in, when the pre-election ads dominate the airwaves, 
when tensions rise around issues that divide, it is a significant opportunity to breathe deeply of God’s grace 
and love. Then, whenever possible, to bless our neighbors and friends with these gifts. This week I share 
clippings from an article that helped me to breathe a bit easier.  “Your Place at the Table” appeared in the 
August 25 issue of The Presbyterian Outlook. 
 

ever with hope, pastor bob 
 
“I have a dream that one day … the sons of former slaves and the sons of former slave owners will be able to 
sit down together at the table of brotherhood.”  
— Martin Luther King Jr. 
 

If we are lucky, we all can retrieve a memory of sitting at the supper table on Sunday in anticipation of a hot 
delicious meal… where stories were passed along the table, news and current events, ideas, hopes and dreams 
and wisdom from one generation to the next…the stories we shared became the foundation of the things we 
hold to be most true, whether they were actually true or not. 
 

Coming to the Table in Richmond, Virginia (CTTT-RVA) is a local nonprofit that invites people to engage in the 
sharing of stories at the table where food and facilitation become the perfect ingredients for spawning new 
friendships across the racial divide.…At the root is a willingness to have honest conversations—the hallmark of 
CTTT…how to facilitate the courageous, clumsy and often uncomfortable conversation on race. 
 

During this time of social distancing, we have converted our in-person gatherings to a virtual format. Here’s a 
glimpse at how we’re doing this: 
 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Romans%2012%3A9-21&version=NIV
mailto:RevGoossen@parkpres.org


Movie circle: This is for those who prefer the silver screen. Participants watch a relevant film, meet virtually 
following the movie and frankly discuss its message. 
Book circle: This group meets monthly for lively conversations on books addressing racial justice and healing. 
Reparations circle: This new and timely circle seeks to achieve positive, measurable, lasting effects on 
people’s lives by advancing the conversation regarding reparations – repairing what is broken – and creating 
conditions in which that conversation can become actionable. 
Facilitators circle: We could not do the work of racial healing without dedicated facilitators, trained to guide 
us through difficult conversations at the table. The facilitators circle helps strangers from different 
backgrounds enter into meaningful, transformative conversations. They encourage folks to leave in a more 
conscious and open place than when they arrived at our gathering (virtually or in-person). 
 

Healing at the table 
At the heart of all the dialogue, dinners, virtual meetings, pilgrimages, tours and presentations, we come to 
the table for one thing: to heal ourselves and to be a healing presence in the pursuit of social justice. …We 
have discovered that we need to rediscover the core values that CTTT upholds: inclusion, respect and 
tolerance, honesty, truthfulness and transparency, justice, compassion, mercy, forgiveness, love, peace and 
nonviolence, healing, transformation and liberation. These values create a circle of protection around us, 
bringing us back to the basics that make us one human race. 
 

We recognize the importance of circles.…Circles profoundly encourage and enable people to connect with one 
another as we pass our ideas, dreams and hopes for each other around the table — along with the potato 
salad. We do this not head to head, but side by side. Circles create the spaces for disagreement without being 
disagreeable. 
 

Danita Rountree Green is an author, transformational storyteller and Trauma-Informed Care specialist 
addressing historical and race-related issues in the former capital of the Confederacy. The Outlook is also 
based in Richmond.  The full article may be found at pres-outlook.org/2020/08/your-place-at-the-table/ 
 

CTTT-RVA is the local chapter of the national Coming to the Table organization founded in 2006 on the campus 
of Eastern Mennonite University in Harrisonburg, VA. For more about CTTT see: comingtothetable.org 
 
 
 

Fall Worship Hour to Remain at 10:00 
The Worship Commission has discerned, in concurrence with the worship leaders and our 
technical crew, that we will continue to gather for worship at 10:00 am on Sunday mornings. 
The worship will be live-streamed to the internet at that hour and available anytime thereafter 
via our web page at https://www.parkpres.org/swl-sunday-worship-live.  Thank you for your 

continued participation in, and support of, all things Park in these most unique days. If you have announcements 
or prayer requests, please send them to Pastor Bob on Sunday morning via email: revgoossen@parkpres.org or 
call/text 724-464-4032. 

Food Pantry Volunteers Needed  
We need your help! As you know, our food pantry has helped feed many of our 
neighbors over the last 6 ½ months. Although a great cause, just keeping it open 
and stocked has worn out our original seven food pantry members. We are 
looking for people that may want to help shop and stock once every 2 weeks. If 
you think you could help with this, please contact Bob Davis at 
rj6davis@gmail.com or 724-312- 3309.   
Thank You, Park Church Mission Commission 

http://pres-outlook.org/2020/08/your-place-at-the-table/
https://comingtothetable.org/
https://www.parkpres.org/swl-sunday-worship-live
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Round Table Pulpit Discussion 
Sundays, via Zoom, at 11:15 am 
 

Starting September 13 we will offer an educational opportunity for our adult learners and explorers. Pastor Bob 
will convene a discussion of the following week’s sermon passage, drawn from the lectionary. We’ll gather for 
about a 45 minute study and conversation in which we’ll dip into the background information pertinent to the 
passage, explore its use and meaning in the original setting and consider how it rubs up against our lives today. If 
you would like to engage in the study, but are unable to Zoom via the computer, we can offer a Zoom telephone 
number. Please let Pastor Bob or the church office know if you hope to participate. We will send a general Zoom 
invitation out so any who decide, last minute, can still enjoy the conversations. Full and fair disclosure notice: 
any wonderful stories you share may be used in a future sermon, with permission of course. 

     On September 13 we’ll study Matthew 20:1-16. 

     On September 20 we’ll study Philippians 2:1-13. 

     On September 27 we’ll study Psalm 19 & Philippians 2:1-13. 

Plans for Sunday School  
September is here and our new Sunday School season is just around the corner! In order to insure the health and 
safety of our children, the Christian Nurture Commission is planning a children’s program that parents and 
children will be able to do together at home. We hope to have this in place by mid-end September. Parents can 
look forward to receiving more information about this in the coming days. 

An Update from The Center 
Hello Partners in the Gospel!  
 

It is so hard to believe fall is almost here! We wanted to give you an update about 
The Center. First, thank you so much for your prayers! We were able to host 7 weeks 
of summer camps for kids K4-12th grade, serving 130 students! And we had no cases 
of COVID! Praise God! 
 

We will start our fall ministry for students on September 1, meeting each Tuesday & Thursday from 5:30-7:00pm 
for kids K4-12th grade. We will also have a STEAM program each Wednesday from 5:30-6:30pm for students in 
4th grade and older. 
 

Our food bank will continue to meet the 3rd Monday of each month from 10:00am-noon and 5:30-7:00pm.  
 

Our clothing bank will meet in the parking lot on October 12 from 5:30-7:00pm. 
 

A new sewing ministry will meet each Monday from 11:00am-4:00pm in the Upper Room starting September 14. 
 

A women's Bible study will resume on Saturday, September 12 from 10:00am-noon. 
 

We will continue to distribute food weekly to shut-ins and families in need, and to children daily. 
Please continue to cover The Center in prayer. We are always open to new volunteers as well & our programs 
are open to anyone who would like to join. 
 

Thank you so much for being willing to partner with us!! 
 

Jen Miller, Executive Director, The Center 

http://www.midland.center/


An Update from Tiger Pause  
The world seemed to turn upside down this 
summer, and our ideas for some type of 
summer program were scratched and 
rethought multiple times. Only by the grace 
of God am I able to give an update about what this summer at Tiger Pause entailed. Our camp this summer 
looked vastly different from previous years. For starters, it was only four weeks instead of the normal six, and we 
ran it entirely on our Splash Pad property located on 8th Avenue in downtown Beaver Falls. We decided to have 
open enrollment each day, meaning any child could come throughout the summer. We averaged about 20-25 
children daily. Each day included high energy games, crafts, educational lessons, and lunch. It rarely rained and 
when it did, it only lasted a few mintes. God is good. His grace is sufficent.The staff did an AMAZING job and 
without them and their serving hearts, this summer would have looked much different. A huge shout-out to our 
teachers, who planned and taught comprehension and STEM lessons throughout the program. We would also 
like to thank Ready Yoursevles Youth Ranch for their partnerhsip. Thank you, Father, for your love, faihtfulness, 
protection and provision. 
 

Brittany Mavrich, Summer Camp Program Director, Tiger Pause 
 
 

Congratulations to the Meyer family 
We join with Gretchen & Mat Meyer in celebrating the birth of Ruth Ellen Meyer on 
Wednesday, August 26 at 5:30 p.m.  
 

Mom and daughter are both doing very well. Congratulations to the Meyer family!!  
 

Save the Date For Saturday Spruce up 
Saturday September 12th at 9:00 am Come to the church to help spruce things up! 
There are three trees that need trimming and some outdoor painting to be done. Bring 
your favorite tools and pitch in! All are welcome and safe distancing will be observed. 
Masks will be required when working near a neighbor. Join us in making the 
landscaping around God’s house beautiful. 

 
Celebrating Birthdays this 

Week: 
Carol Connelly 2 

Gerry Harper 5 

Trae Conklin 6 

Emma Schaller  8 

Spencer Conklin 9 

Mindy Phillips 9 

https://www.tigerpause.net/
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