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August 13, 2020 

Weekly Park Branches 

This Week’s Sermon Scriptures Contact Us 

“"Affliction and Beauty: Some 
Reflections on American 

Puritanism" 
Luke Hardy 

Song of Solomon 2: 1-13 

RevGoossen@parkpres.org 
724-775-2936 

 

 
 
Dear Park Family and Friends, 
 
As we move through these ‘lazy, hazy days of Summer’ I’ve been thinking about items that we might like to 
attend to, or might need to wrap up, before the Pastor Nominating Search comes to fruition. I am deeply 
grateful that I don’t have a long list. There are some little housekeeping type of things on my list, but mostly 
attending to the rhythms of being the church–worship, mission, spiritual growth and fellowship in these 
extraordinary days. Fall program planning is no float trip.   
 
I was pleased to read an article in our weekly PCUSA email on Courageous Leadership, being invited to join in 
on what God is already doing in our communities. The Rev. Dr. Lee Hinson-Hasty hosts a weekly interview and 
this conversation was with the Rev. Stephen Lewis. I hope you will enjoy these clippings. 
 

Leadership is the practice of a community, not an individual, in shaping a more hopeful future for the 
community. “Leadership is about organizing and mobilizing a community toward a vision,” said Rev. 
Stephen Lewis. Congregations and pastors “have to recognize that it’s not about what we do on a Sunday. 
It’s about the ways we go about life and do life together. God has been calling us from our ancestral past 
until now, constantly pricking our conscience to join what the Eternal is already doing in our communities.” 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Song%20of%20Songs%202%3A1-13&version=NIV
mailto:RevGoossen@parkpres.org
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Courageous leadership involves knowing “that something is at stake greater than and beyond your own 
self-interest.” The goal, of course, is to help bring about the biblical vision of a new heaven and a new 
Earth, and it’s “about who we are and how we relate to the Creator.” 
“It’s less hierarchy and more circular,” said Hinson-Hasty, “and the circle grows.” 
“Courageous leadership invites us to take risks . . .” Courage, he noted, comes from the same root word as 
heart. “How do we exercise our heart for people?” Lewis asked. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
The live worship video will be available on Sunday starting at 10:00am, and you can continue to find us anytime 
thereafter at https://www.parkpres.org/swl-sunday-worship-live. The bulletin for the service can also be found on 
the Sunday Worship page of our site. If you have announcements or prayer requests, please send them to Pastor 
Bob on Sunday morning via email: revgoossen@parkpres.org or call/text 724-464-4032. 

 
Guest Speaker 
We are delighted that our own Luke Hardy, professor of English at Youngstown State 
University, will share the sermon this Sunday. He will share touches from his research and 
writing on the Rhetoric of Pain in 17th and 18th Century New England. Luke sees a strong 
connection between the ubiquitousness of the word affliction in that time and societal and 
faith formation. We invite everyone to join in this time of reflection and worship. 
 

Back to School Backpacks 

This is a time of many uncertainties, especially regarding things related to heading 
back to school this year. As school districts struggle with the logistics of students 
returning this fall, we know students and their parents are also extremely worried 
about how things will be during this Covid-19 pandemic situation.  

Typically our congregation has supported many local students on their trek back to 
school by providing those in need with a new outfit. This year of adjustment to the 
new and ever-changing “normal,” the Children and Youth Services in Beaver Falls cannot accept clothing for the 
children they service. So we have a new way to help many young and older students: by providing a new backpack 
filled with the supplies needed to get this new school year off to a better start. 

We are asking you to bring your donation of a brand new backpack filled with all the necessary items (notebooks, 
pencils, erasers, folders, etc.) to the Gathering Area by August 20th to get these students excited and ready for 
the school year to begin. 

Thank you for your support of this worthwhile project.  –The Mission Commission 

In these days we lean towards each other here at Park–congregants, deacons, elders, staff, pastor. May 
we encourage each other in the risk taking of being and doing church in ways we had never anticipated. 
Always, always, may we have hearts that will grow the circle as we Love God, Love Neighbor. 

 
              in the joy of our grace-filled journey, pastor bob 
  

Sunday Worship as Park Apart 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Revelation+21%3A1-4&version=NRSV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Revelation+21%3A1-4&version=NRSV
https://www.parkpres.org/swl-sunday-worship-live
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A note of thanks  
Thank you to all who came out on Saturday to trim shrubs and trees, working 
together, apart, to beautify the Park grounds!  We greatly appreciate your 
enthusiasm and energy. 
 

 

Let’s Talk Tech 
On Wednesday August 5th, Pastor Bob convened a “Tech Talk” with several 
members of the congregation to discuss all things technological during the 
time of Covid-19. A number of updates have been made to the parkpres.org 
website recently, such as the current issue of the “Park Branches” newsletter 
will be on the home page weekly and previous issues from 2020 will be 
archived in Past Newsletters. A note advising visitors that activities at the 
church (beyond online worship) have been suspended temporarily has been 
added to relevant pages as well. A few tweaks were also made to the site to boost its place in search 
rankings so that the church can be found more easily online.  

The group also discussed possibilities for the church’s You Tube channel, such as doing short video 
interviews with members, hosting a book study, or the creation of a stewardship campaign video. All videos 
could be linked in the weekly newsletter. Most recently, the videos from virtual VBS were posted on the 
site.  

As far as the congregation connecting virtually during this season, the church is planning to obtain a Zoom 
account to help members and commissions hold meetings, benefitting those who cannot or do not want to 
meet in person. The church plans to continue using MailChimp for its weekly email blast and may also 
acquire some sort of “client retention” database to encourage more frequent communication.  The group 
considered the idea of using Basecamp as a tool for sharing and fellowship and agreed that members could 
connect on the church’s Facebook page in the “Community” section as well. 

If you have ideas about how the congregation might connect virtually, or would like to join this 
conversation, please contact Pastor Bob Goossen, Ann Linkimer, Andrea Yothers, Charlie O’Neill or Adrianna 
Wright in the church office. 

 Pastor Bob on Vacation 
Pastor Bob will be on vacation August 12-18.  He and ChrisAnn look forward to 
camping at Hills Creek State Park near Wellsboro. 

 

Park Helpers 
We have some individuals who are willing to do a grocery run or a pharmacy pick-up. We also have some 
young adults who might come by and rake a yard or do a little outside work.  Contact Matt Stewart, Elliott 
Cramer or Pastor Bob and we’ll try to connect you. Always remembering, safety first. 
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Outdoor Commumnity Flea Market 

Saturdays, August 22, September 26 and October 24,  
9 a.m.—2 p.m. 
New Sewickley Church 
101 Big Knob Road 
Rochester, PA,15074 
Outside Only—Tents, Tables and Chairs are NOT provided. 

According to county guidelines, social distancing between vendors will be recognized. Food will not be sold. 

All vendors are welcome—$10.00 (check payable to NSPC). 

For additional information contact Sherry at 724-513-2214. 

Live Stream Team 
Would you like to become part of a live stream team?  We will begin to develop a cadre of folks 
to support this part of Park’s ministry over the next months. If you’d like to help with camera or  
computer operations on Sunday, or development of worship slides and resources, please 
contact Elliott Cramer, Jan Pasuit or Pastor Bob. 

Pop-up Pantry  
Any and all help is appreciated!!  If you would like to help with the daily 
restocking, please contact Bob Davis at rj6davis@gmail.com or contact the  
church office at 724-775-2936.  
Thank You, The Mission Commission 

Financial Update 
During this time of social distancing and the need for streaming of our Church services 
please remember to mail in your pledges and support. The Church’s missions and bills do 
not take time off during this outbreak. Please fill out your giving envelopes and giving 
donations to Park Church. Please fill out your giving contributions with your name, 
envelope number, where you would like it placed, for example: (the chiller, normal 

pledge or another specific area) and then check amount. Thank You!! Then please place in the mail to:        
Park Presbyterian Church, Attention: Financial Administrator, 275 Commerce St., Beaver, PA 15009 

Cards for Sale 
Betty Brosch has made greeting cards for sale. They are on a rack in the corner of the gathering room. All 
proceeds will go to the air conditioning fund. The cards are blank on the inside, perfect for any occasion! 

 

Celebrating Birthdays this Week: 

Evan Linkimer  16 
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