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Weekly Park Branches 

This Weeks Sermon Scriptures Contact Us 

“Grateful for Community” 
Rev. Bob Goossen 

Psalm 65 
RevGoossen@parkpres.org 

724-775-2936 

 

 
 
 

“Make a joyful noise to the Lord, all the earth. 
Worship the Lord with gladness; 

…Enter his gates with thanksgiving, 
and his courts with praise. 

Give thanks to him, bless his name.” Psalm 100: 1-2 & 4 
 
Happy Thanksgiving Park Family & Friends, 
 
Thanksgiving has always been one of my favorite holidays. I deeply appreciate the time with family, the 
delicious food, the generosity of spirit and the absence of commercialization. When news reporters offer yet 
another ‘record day for travel’ I know that families are gathering–some in great numbers, some in small 
clusters; God present in and with each one.   
 
Rubbing hard against these fond memories is the extraordinary reality of 2020. Traditions will be disrupted; 
families will feel the pain of not being able to have all the traditions of years past.  
 
In my second year of seminary we were not able to be home with family. The church where I was a student 
pastor had a Thanksgiving morning worship service. The tradition, which would not be broken, was for the 
student pastor to lead the Thanksgiving Day service. ChrisAnn and I had plenty of lead time to make peace 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Psalm%2065&version=NIV
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with this requirement. We bought a small turkey, I baked a pumpkin pie, we had plans to spend time with 
friends who would also be staying on campus. Then a flu virus invaded our lives. Neither of us felt up to 
cooking or eating for days. Thanksgiving stayed in the refrigerator for a week. Then, it became a private feast–
just the two of us, turkey and all the trimmings, and God fully present, an extraordinary blessing. 
 
I’m guessing that if we look back many of us have recollections of a year, or years, when Thanksgiving was 
different. This year, as we celebrate an out-of-the-ordinary Thanksgiving, may our gatherings be a joyful noise 
to the Lord of all creation, who will be fully present with each one. 
 
in the joy of our journey, pastor bob 
 

Sunday Worship as Park Apart   

The live worship video will be available on Sunday starting at 11:00 am, and you can continue to find us anytime 
thereafter at https://www.parkpres.org/swl-sunday-worship-live. The bulletin for the service can also be found 
on the Sunday Worship page of our site. If you have announcements or prayer requests, please send them to 
Pastor Bob on Sunday morning via email: revgoossen@parkpres.org or call/text 724-464-4032. 

Time to Order Poinsettias 
Once again we have an opportunity to fill the sanctuary with beautiful 
poinsettias for the Christmas season in memory or honor of someone 
special. Order forms will be provided Sunday November 15th through 
December 6th. Order forms will be available on the Park church website, in 
the office and at the sanctuary doors. All order forms and money must be in 
by December 6th. You can mail your order to the church or place them in the 
collection plate in the sanctuary. Please specify color choice. Checks may be 
made payable to Park Presbyterian Church with a “poinsettia” notation.      

                                                                 The price (as last year) will be $6.25. Any questions, please contact Cheryl    
                                                                 Leonard at 724-728-2606. 

Advent Book Study  
CHRISTMAS IN THE FOUR GOSPEL HOMES 
How might a house look for Christmas based on what each Gospel says about 
it? This Advent, along with author Cynthia M. Campbell, we will be reflecting 
on the distinctive perspective of the birth of Jesus or the incarnation offered by 
each Gospel. Christmas in the Four Gospel Homes creatively re-imagines the 
season and inspires new and exciting reflection for Advent. 

When: November 29-December 20; 9:45 a.m., Guild Hall 

Please let Roxanne Walker know if you will be attending by November 19, so that we can order a book for you. 

https://www.parkpres.org/swl-sunday-worship-live
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Thanksgiving Food Distribution 
This Saturday November 21, Park Church will be providing 
Thanksgiving foodstuffs to 37 local families in need. If you would 
like to help bring the food up from Guild Hall and out into the 
pavilion, please arrive at the church by 10:00 am. Helpers will also 
be needed for the distribution, which will last from 12:00-3:00 pm. 
 
Photo: Park members help organize and pack Thanksgiving bags 
for families on Wednesday this week.   

BVCS “Sharing the Bounty” Food Drive 
As part of their Community Enhancement initiative, the Beaver Valley Choral Society is 
holding a food drive on Saturday, November 21, 2020 from 10:00 a.m. to 2:00 p.m. The 
BVCS “Sharing the Bounty” food drive is in partnership with Families Matter Food Pantry 
in Monaca. Collection locations are Grace Lutheran Church, Rochester; New Brighton 
United Methodist Church; and Chippewa United Methodist Church.  The event is 
sponsored by Rome Monument. The pandemic has put a strain on area food banks so 
please donate non-perishable foods at one of the collection sites on November 21 and 
support the Beaver Valley Choral Society in their appreciation for the community and the 
needs of families in our area. Your assistance is greatly appreciated.  

 

Advent Devotional 
Are you looking for a thoughtful devotional to use during Advent? Look no further—
Presbyterians Today has got you covered with their new Advent and Christmas 
devotional “Let Us Light Candles: Matthew 25 and the work of Advent.” This 
extended online devotional — taking us not just through Advent but through 
Christmastide and ending with Epiphany, Jan. 6 — brings to you the inspiring words 
in Howard Thurman’s poem “I Will Light Candles This Christmas.” Thurman was a 
Baptist pastor, theologian and civil rights activist born in 1899. In 1953, Life 
magazine named him one of the 12 greatest preachers in the country. Thurman also 
mentored a young Martin Luther King Jr. Each week’s Advent and Christmas theme 
will be a stanza from Thurman’s poem, followed by a reading from Scripture, a short 
meditation and closing prayer. At the start of each week will be a reflection question 
in which you are invited to light a candle (or play the video of the candle provided) 

and ponder more deeply that week’s theme. Click here to see the first few weeks of the devotional or pick up a 
printed copy of the Introduction through Week Two at the church. (More material will be printed as it becomes 
available.)  

 

Cookbook Update 
The response to the cookbook has been tremendous, so we are going into a second 
printing. Thank you all for your support, especially the Membership Involvement 
Commission members Rachel Becze, Carol Connelly, Bob Correll, Sally Heimbrook, and 
Ann Linkimer. The cookbooks will continue to be available for sale in the office during 
the week and on Sunday, November 22 and 29. Suggested donation is $10.00.   
Ginny Flick, chair 

 

https://www.presbyterianmission.org/ministries/today/advent2020/


Thank You from Tiger Pause 
Dear Church Family, 
We cannot thank you enough for your prayers and support 
during these times. We have stayed very active being the 

hands and feet of Christ and wouldn’t have been able to do it so well without your support. We are forever in 
your service. Semper Fi, Matt Nance  
 

 

 

 
Card Party for Mary Matthews 
On November 21, Carol Manion’s mother will be turning 90 years old. Let’s 
make her feel loved! Cards can be sent to 680 Canal Street, Apartment 106, 
Beaver, PA 15009.  

Use Amazon and Help the Church at the Same Time 
When you shop online, why not use smile.amazon.com? It’s the same as 
shopping on regular Amazon, except that Amazon donates 0.5% of the price to 
Park Church. It’s a win-win! Most recently the church has received a $26.26 
donation from the AmazonSmile Foundation as a result of AmazonSmile 

program activity between July 1 and September 30. With the holidays coming up, let’s see if we can do more! 

Thank You,  Park Church Mission Committee 
 

 

 
Celebrating Birthdays this Week: 

Adrianna Wright 20 

Mary Matthews 21 

Wanda Good  25 
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