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Pastor Nominating Committee Update—October 2020  
Park’s Pastor Nominating Committee (PNC) continues to work diligently on finding our next pastor. Some of you may 
be starting to wonder “what is taking so long?” while others may just be curious where we are in this process. Here’s 
a bit of information to bring you up to speed: 
 

Our PNC has met regularly—typically two to six times per month—and has received training from the Beaver-Butler 
Presbytery twice (plus advice on numerous occasions). Communication between the group regularly occurs in 
between meetings. Our conversations are detailed, thought-provoking, and sometimes challenging, which lead to 
much reflection in between meetings. Our group spans various generations and is comprised of both newer and 
longtime (even lifelong) members. There is considerable diversity with respect to our personalities, spiritual paths, 
cultural values, and life experiences. This, we believe, is reflective of Park’s congregation and allows us to better 
discern what is best for our church in this season. We share our personal perspectives, but it is increasingly apparent 
that what we think might be optimal for us as individuals is not always where God is calling us as a church.  
 

By the end of October, our PNC will have reviewed just under 100 Pastor Information Forms (PIFs) which, for the 
sake of simplicity, are kind of like ultra-detailed resumes. PIFs are generally not submitted directly to Park by 
prospective candidates but are, instead, selected from a computer database and provided to the PNC by the 
Presbytery. The computer system matches the information included on our Ministry Information Form (or MIF) with 
the PIFs of pastors who are seeking calls. In this way, the applicant screening process is much less direct than an 
ordinary employment search. We’ve received PIFs from all over the country and from a much more diverse range of 
candidates than many of us would have expected. Each PIF takes a considerable amount of time to review, but even 
more time is spent listening to candidates’ sermons, researching their current churches, and finding myriad other 
resources (e.g. social media accounts, personal websites, compositions).  Each member of the PNC evaluates each 
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candidate, and we then collaboratively decide on which candidates to consider further. These shortlisted candidates 
are contacted, and if they are interested in our church, we set up an initial (Zoom) interview and continue proceeding 
with subsequent interviews, worship, fellowship, and the requisite administrative reviews if both parties feel God is 
calling us toward each other. All of this is happening against the backdrop of the global pandemic which, as you might 
imagine, changes so many of the usual roles of a PNC. 
 

Some of you may have heard that our PNC recently extended a call to a candidate. Much to our collective surprise, 
the candidate decided at the very end of the process not to accept the call. I think we were all shocked, and many of 
us felt disappointment which manifested in different ways. From what we have learned, losing a candidate so far 
into the process is unfortunately somewhat common. Nevertheless, we continue to move forward! 
 

Our PNC has learned a lot during these past several weeks, and there is a significant advantage in having a good 
system in place (interview formats/questions, how we proceed through other steps) that will allow us to move 
forward with efficiency when the time comes. Though there is an increasing temptation or pressure to “get it done,” 
we all must remember that God’s timeframe doesn’t always align with our assumptions and expectations.  
 

 
 
We all see the importance of our task, and some of us also feel that the work of the PNC is a positive distraction from 
the unique stresses of 2020 and a much-needed opportunity for camaraderie. Our PNC lifts each other up when we 
need encouragement, both with respect to the pastoral search process and life in general, but we all occasionally 
struggle to balance this important work against the growing list of other (often stressful) items demanding our 
attention. We know and pray that God is leading us, but we also ask for your prayers, patience, and positivity as we 
continue to proceed.  
 
Respectfully submitted,  
Matt Stewart 
Park Pastor Nominating Committee 



Sunday Worship as Park Apart   

The live worship video will be available on Sunday starting at 11:00 am, and you can continue to find us anytime 
thereafter at https://www.parkpres.org/swl-sunday-worship-live. The bulletin for the service can also be found 
on the Sunday Worship page of our site. If you have announcements or prayer requests, please send them to 
Pastor Bob on Sunday morning via email: revgoossen@parkpres.org or call/text 724-464-4032. 

All Saints Worship Sunday, November 1st 
We will remember the many saints, who having lived 
among us, have joined the church triumphant in the last 
twelve months. We’ll take time on this special Sunday to lift 
up the names of these good saints who called Park Church 
their home. We continue to pray for their families and 
friends in this season. 

Donate Blood and Learn Your Antibody Status 
Would you like to donate blood and see if you have COVID-19 antibodies? If you 
donate through Vitalant, you will also learn of your COVID antibody status.  
 

The blood drive will take place at First Presbyterian Church (252 College Avenue in Beaver) on November 3rd 
from 12:00 pm-7:00 pm. If you think you may have had the virus or think you were asymptomatic, you can learn 
your antibody status AND help others by giving blood. 

Handbells to Resume Ringing  
Handbells are coming back! Rehearsals will begin on Tuesday, 
November 10th at 6:00 pm and continue through Tuesday 
December 15th. We will meet in Guild Hall and observe social 
distancing requirements. This is a wonderful opportunity if 
you've wanted to try bells for the first time or if you're a long 
time pro! 
 
If you're interested in participating or would like more information, please contact Eric so that an 
appropriate amount of stations can be prepared: 724-841-5810 or Eric@ParkPres.org. 

 
Card Party for Mary Matthews 
On November 21, Carol Manion’s mother will be turning 90 years old. Let’s 
make her feel loved! Cards can be sent to 680 Canal Street, Apartment 106, 
Beaver, PA 15009.  
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Greetings from the Library 
Our second book this month, in conjunction with the Wednesday evening series, “Jesus 
Christ and the ‘Dividing Wall’: Race and God’s Mission,” is Be the Bridge: Pursuing God’s 
Heart for Racial Reconciliation by Latasha Morrison. In an era when we seem to be 
increasingly divided along racial lines, many are hesitant to step into the gap, fearful of 
saying or doing the wrong thing. At times the silence, particularly within the church, 
seems deafening.  But change begins with an honest conversation among a group of 
Christians willing to give a voice to unspoken hurts, hidden fears, and mounting 
tensions. In this perspective-shifting book, diversity expert Latasha Morrison shows how 
we can participate in this meaningful work. With conviction and grace, she examines the 
historical complexities of racism. She expertly applies Biblical principles, such as 
lamentation, confession, and forgiveness, to lay the framework for restoration. Along with prayers, discussion 
questions, and other resources to enhance group engagement, Be the Bridge presents a compelling vision of 
what it means for every follower of Jesus to become a bridge builder—committed to pursuing justice and racial 
unity in light of the gospel. 

Are You Being Called to Serve? 
The Park Church Nominating Committee is requesting that you prayerfully consider saying YES 
if you are asked to be a Deacon, Elder, At large Nominating Committee or Auditor member.  
Please consider if God is asking you to serve his church. If you have question or know of 
someone who would be a good fit for these positions, please contact Jeff Anderson (Elder) 
jeffanderson063012@aol.com , Bob Davis (Elder) rj6davis@gmail.com,  
Bob Gourley boblynn84@yahoo.com, Tim Yothers timyothers@gmail.com,  

Bob and Mary Ann Jones roann4@comcast.net, Jane Elliott jelliott2017@comcast.net or Pastor Bob 
revgoossen@parkpres.org. 

Use Amazon and Help the Church at the Same Time 
When you shop online, why not use smile.amazon.com? It’s the same as 
shopping on regular Amazon, except that Amazon donates 0.5% of the price 
to Park Church. It’s a win-win! Please consider using it.  
Thank You,  Park Church Mission Committee 
 

 
Celebrating Birthdays this Week: 

Laura Correll Oct. 30 

Blair Phillips Nov. 3 

Mary Gaydos Nov. 3 

Kathy Bittner Nov. 5  
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