
 
May 27, 2021 

 

Weekly Park Branches 

This Week’s Sermon Scriptures Contact Us 

“Unfathomable” Isaiah 6:1-8 
Romans 8:12-17 

RevGoossen@parkpres.org 
724-775-2936 

 

Dear Friends in Faith, 

As this week unfolds I have chosen to share this space with a note from our Beaver-Butler Executive Presbyter, 
Rev. Dr. Tom Harmon. I also wish for you and yours a blessed and safe Memorial Day weekend. For our family 
Memorial Day means a trip to the National Cemetery of the Alleghenies where ChrisAnn’s father, a World War 
II veteran, is buried.  Together we remember those who served and all who have gone before us. 

grace & peace to all, pastor bob 

Dear Sisters and Brothers in Christ,  

Early this morning (May 24), a fire was reported in Mt. Pleasant Presbyterian Church in Darlington. Fire crews 
from more than eight different companies responded to the building. No one was in the building, and none of 
the first responders were hurt.  

The fire has had a devastating effect on the building. Yet, while the sanctuary is closed, the church is still open! 
Mt. Pleasant's Session plans to meet during the week. The congregation will worship on Sunday morning in 
their local fire hall.  

I ask for your prayers upon these sheep of Christ's flock. Now is a time of grieving the loss of sacred space with 
the hope of moving forward in Christ's way. We will provide details in providing financial assistance or other 
needs as they arise.  

With Christ's Love,  
Tom 

 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Isaiah+6%3A1-8&version=NRSV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Romans+8%3A12-17&version=NRSV
mailto:RevGoossen@parkpres.org


Weekly Attendance From Previous Sunday 

In person:  
Online: 17 
 

Note: online numbers report number of site visits, not unique visitors.                               

Sunday Worship as Park Apart   

The live worship video will be available on Sunday starting at 11:00 am, and you can continue to find us anytime 
thereafter at https://www.parkpres.org/swl-sunday-worship-live. The bulletin for the service can also be found 
on the Sunday Worship page of our site. If you have announcements or prayer requests, please send them to 
Pastor Bob on Sunday morning via email: revgoossen@parkpres.org or call/text 724-464-4032.  

NEW Covid Protocol at Park 
As the Covid vaccinations move forward and the CDC updates its guidelines, the 
session took the following action at their special May 16 meeting.  Approved 
that those who are vaccinated no longer need to wear masks or socially 
distance indoors or outdoors. Masks will not be required for anyone for outdoor 
services, given that we can be comfortably spread about the park. 

Return Your Church Keys 
If you are not presently serving as an Elder or Deacon or no longer need your key 
for any church function, we kindly ask that you return your keys to the church. You 
may drop them off at the church office anytime Monday-Thursday 9:00-1:00. 
Thanks! 

Prayer Requests 
If you would like to be added to the weekly prayer list or know someone you’d 
like to add, please don’t hesitate to contact the church office at 
adminoffice@parkpres.org or 724-775-2936.  

Contribute to the Newsletter  
This is just a friendly reminder to let you know that you can contribute articles for the 
newsletter. Generally I post about upcoming events or provide updates or include 
thank you’s, but I’m open to other content as well. For example, do you have a faith-
related article that you’ve read that you’d like to recommend to others? Perhaps a 
particular prayer from a devotional caught your eye? Or maybe you know of a 
community event that might be of interest to other Park members? I’ll take short book 
reviews and faith-related reflections too. Just a few ideas to get your wheels turning! 

 
 
 
 

https://www.parkpres.org/swl-sunday-worship-live
https://www.parkpres.org/swl-sunday-worship-live
mailto:adminoffice@parkpres.org


2021 Henderson Summer Leadership Conference Reflection 
This week I was pleased to attend Pittsburgh Theological Seminary’s 2021 Henderson Summer Leadership 
Conference and the J. Hubert Henderson Lecture on Church and Ministry focused on the topic of religion and the 
common good. The conference was surprisingly self-affirming and I was encouraged to consider how I might 
stand and act in the “tragic gap” between current hard realities and the world as it could be. This is difficult work 
and to be sustainable it requires a focus on both the inward journey and the outward journey. Just as starlings 
know how to fly together based on their own internal instincts and their relationship with the other birds, so we 
too need to listen to our own inner wisdom as well as open ourselves up to one another in community (both of 
these can be challenging as well!). The speakers were top-notch and I’m including a brief bio of the ones I found 
most influential for your knowledge and consideration of the resources they offer. (I plan to be ordering a few 
new books soon!) All of these speakers are inspiring and encouraging and worth engaging with as you consider 
how to live faithfully in our current moment: 

• Valerie Kaur is an award-winning filmmaker, civil rights lawyer, faith leader, and founder of the 
Revolutionary Love Project. She has made films and led story-based campaigns on hate crimes, racial 
profiling, immigration detention, solitary confinement, marriage equality, and Internet freedom. Today 
she leads the Revolutionary Love Project to champion love as a force for justice and wellspring for social 
action. Her book See No Stranger: A Memoir and Manifesto of Revolutionary Love tells the story of 
revolutionary love—a radical and joyful practice to heal ourselves and transform the world around us. Her 
Revolutionary Love Compass is a guide for engaging well with others, opponents and ourselves.  

• Parker J. Palmer is a world-renowned writer and speaker who focuses on issues in education, community, 
leadership, spirituality, and social change. He has reached millions worldwide through his nine books, 
including Let Your Life Speak (a lovely book on vocation!), The Courage to Teach, A Hidden 
Wholeness, and Healing the Heart of  Democracy. 

• Carrie Newcomer is a performer, recording artist, and educator, described as a “prairie mystic” by the 
Boston Globe and one who “asks all the right questions” by Rolling Stone. Carrie has 17 nationally 
released albums on Available Light and Rounder Record and two books of poetry and essays. She regularly 
works with Parker J. Palmer in live programs and on The Growing Edge, a website, podcast, and retreat.  

• Justin Lee is an influential Christian voice for LGBTQ affirmation, best known for working across areas of 
theological disagreement to promote grace and mutual understanding. Justin’s first book, Torn: Rescuing 
the Gospel from the Gays-vs.-Christians Debate, has been widely cited for its role in changing conservative 
Christians’ attitudes and helping Christian parents accept their LGBTQ kids. His newest book, Talking 
Across the Divide, offers strategies for having more productive conversations on controversial issues in a 
polarized society. 

 

Happy reading and listening!  
 

Adrianna Wright 
Administrative Coordinator at Park Church 

Hiding Baby Moses  
Flyaway Books has officially released its latest children’s book, “Hiding Baby Moses,” by 
Judith L. Roth and illustrator Melanie Cataldo. Ideal for children ages 3-7, the book is 
a lyrical retelling of the Old Testament story of baby Moses being hidden from Pharaoh—
told from the perspective of his protective older sister—that captures the special bond 
shared between siblings. You can read more about this new resource here.  

https://valariekaur.com/see-no-stranger/
https://valariekaur.com/learninghub/an-introduction-to-the-compass/
https://smile.amazon.com/Let-Your-Life-Speak-Listening/dp/0787947350/ref=sr_1_1?_encoding=UTF8&dchild=1&gclid=CjwKCAjw47eFBhA9EiwAy8kzNEJjeZR-0eSplm4pGwYCT3ZC9ppJ1MG84ITjZrKC8JSUt-21-O9k2hoC1w4QAvD_BwE&hvadid=409957553686&hvdev=c&hvlocphy=9005824&hvnetw=g&hvqmt=e&hvrand=3181910385755532680&hvtargid=kwd-131549762&hydadcr=24656_11410731&keywords=let+your+life+speak&qid=1622044314&sr=8-1
https://smile.amazon.com/Courage-Teach-Exploring-Landscape-Anniversary/dp/1119413044/ref=pd_sbs_3/133-8935720-3175830?pd_rd_w=L7UMA&pf_rd_p=180628c6-6f13-4dbf-9213-f09cdedc7815&pf_rd_r=2EA6HEFV45BDESYSG3FZ&pd_rd_r=cba8e123-0452-46da-81e7-8e6c2d61cfc6&pd_rd_wg=I82uv&pd_rd_i=1119413044&psc=1
https://smile.amazon.com/Hidden-Wholeness-Journey-Toward-Undivided/dp/0470453761/ref=pd_sbs_3/133-8935720-3175830?pd_rd_w=NVqII&pf_rd_p=180628c6-6f13-4dbf-9213-f09cdedc7815&pf_rd_r=61807V9RHJ1XJ8G0ZS2K&pd_rd_r=0f5caf65-2d0d-4bf9-a4fe-b1172afc2a16&pd_rd_wg=kNoxt&pd_rd_i=0470453761&psc=1
https://smile.amazon.com/Hidden-Wholeness-Journey-Toward-Undivided/dp/0470453761/ref=pd_sbs_3/133-8935720-3175830?pd_rd_w=NVqII&pf_rd_p=180628c6-6f13-4dbf-9213-f09cdedc7815&pf_rd_r=61807V9RHJ1XJ8G0ZS2K&pd_rd_r=0f5caf65-2d0d-4bf9-a4fe-b1172afc2a16&pd_rd_wg=kNoxt&pd_rd_i=0470453761&psc=1
https://smile.amazon.com/Healing-Heart-Democracy-Courage-Politics/dp/1118907507/ref=pd_sbs_5/133-8935720-3175830?pd_rd_w=7uVoc&pf_rd_p=180628c6-6f13-4dbf-9213-f09cdedc7815&pf_rd_r=JYQ6S45BYV3BMPTHHQ56&pd_rd_r=54354a4a-3b62-4273-87a7-422aa6d30746&pd_rd_wg=LABBs&pd_rd_i=1118907507&psc=1
https://www.newcomerpalmer.com/home
https://www.amazon.com/Torn-Rescuing-Gospel-Gays-vs-Christians-Debate/dp/1455514306
https://www.amazon.com/Torn-Rescuing-Gospel-Gays-vs-Christians-Debate/dp/1455514306
https://www.amazon.com/Talking-Across-Divide-Communicate-Disagree/dp/0143132709/ref=sr_1_1?dchild=1&gclid=CjwKCAjw47eFBhA9EiwAy8kzNJ6Gaz40IojhOhW5ODmQXCfrjAHB2gq8_nlauBP9bGO-is0jlTMhihoCljYQAvD_BwE&hvadid=267811780055&hvdev=c&hvlocphy=9005824&hvnetw=g&hvqmt=e&hvrand=17103761011607613476&hvtargid=kwd-473704475938&hydadcr=22565_10346486&keywords=talking+across+the+divide&qid=1622045244&sr=8-1
https://www.amazon.com/Talking-Across-Divide-Communicate-Disagree/dp/0143132709/ref=sr_1_1?dchild=1&gclid=CjwKCAjw47eFBhA9EiwAy8kzNJ6Gaz40IojhOhW5ODmQXCfrjAHB2gq8_nlauBP9bGO-is0jlTMhihoCljYQAvD_BwE&hvadid=267811780055&hvdev=c&hvlocphy=9005824&hvnetw=g&hvqmt=e&hvrand=17103761011607613476&hvtargid=kwd-473704475938&hydadcr=22565_10346486&keywords=talking+across+the+divide&qid=1622045244&sr=8-1
https://www.flyawaybooks.com/book/hiding-baby-moses
https://www.presbyterianmission.org/story/new-picture-book-retells-the-story-of-baby-moses/


 
 

 
 

Celebrating Birthdays 
this Week: 

Jack Vaughn May 28 

Sam O’Neill May 30 

Chuck Snitger May 31 
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