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Weekly Park Branches 

This Weeks Sermon Scriptures Contact Us 

“Transformation Interrupts 
Transmission” 

 Rev. Bob Goossen  
Genesis 45:1-15 

RevGoossen@parkpres.org 
724-775-2936 

 
 
Dear Park Family and Friends, 
 
We were just dropping the canoe into the lake when 
ChrisAnn saw it out of the corner of her eye. A big 
bird had flown into a nearby tree. The sun in our eyes, 
we paddled by ready to get out on the water. We 
paddled by the beaver lodge, but as it was mid- 
morning there was no action. We slowly circled the 
shoreline, enjoying the mixed hardwood forest, 
interspersed with pines and hemlocks. The joe pye 
was in full bloom; three deer came down to get a 
morning drink, among some tall sedges. Just enough 
breeze whispered across the water to bring a little 
touch of cool to the warm August sun.  
 
A couple of folks were fishing just off the mooring 
area.  Not wanting to interrupt their efforts, but 
curious about our earlier sighting, we drifted in closer. 
With the light at our backs we could now see the 
majestic bald eagle perched on the branch of the tall 
maple. We chatted quietly with the folks in the fishing 
boat and heard a story of a photographer they had 
encountered one day. He was sitting in a shady spot 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Genesis%2045%3A1-15&version=NIV
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waiting for an eagle to fly out, hoping to get a shot of it nabbing a fish. He’d been sitting there five hours and 
counting. My first thought, “I’d never!” 
 
Sometimes, perhaps often, we get impatient.  Impatient with waiting for school boards to make decisions; 
impatient with our children who’ve flown the nest and failed to call home, let alone visit; impatient with 
institutional change to occur when in our eyes it should be so easy; impatient while waiting the return of what 
for us is an important phone call.  
 
Theologically we can find some comfort in remembering that our timing may not be God’s timing. These are 
often two very different things. May we find patience in and for each other and for the living of these days.  
 
That day we didn’t sit too long; the breeze had stopped, it was lunch time. A good book and a nap were 
calling. When we went back in the evening to see the beaver lodge, the eagle had taken to flight. All in God’s 
good time. 
 
in the joy of our grace-filled journey, pastor bob 
 
Sunday Worship as Park Apart   
The live worship video will be available on Sunday starting at 10:00am, and you can continue to find us anytime 
thereafter at https://www.parkpres.org/swl-sunday-worship-live. The bulletin for the service can also be found 
on the Sunday Worship page of our site. If you have announcements or prayer requests, please send them to 
Pastor Bob on Sunday morning via email: revgoossen@parkpres.org or call/text 724-464-4032. 

Back to School Backpacks  
This is a time of many uncertainties, especially regarding things related to heading back to 
school this year. As school districts struggle with the logistics of students returning this fall, 
we know students and their parents are also extremely worried about how things will be 
during this Covid-19 pandemic situation. 
Typically our congregation has supported many local students on their trek back to school 
by providing those in need with a new outfit. This year of adjustment to the new and ever-

changing “normal,” the Children and Youth Services in Beaver Falls cannot accept clothing for the children they 
service. So we have a new way to help many young and older students: by providing a new backpack filled with 
the supplies needed to get this new school year off to a better start. 
We are asking you to bring your donation of a brand new backpack filled with all the necessary items 
(notebooks, pencils, erasers, folders, etc.) to the Gathering Area by August 20th to get these students excited 
and ready for the school year to begin. 
Thank you for your support of this worthwhile project.  --The Mission Commission  

Live Stream Team 

Would you like to become part of a live stream team?  We will begin to develop a cadre of folks to 
support this part of Park’s ministry over the next months. If you’d like to help with camera or     
computer operations on Sunday, or development of worship slides and resources, please contact 
Elliott Cramer, Jan Pasuit or Pastor Bob. 

 

https://www.parkpres.org/swl-sunday-worship-live


Vacation Bible School Updates  
From Jackie Shock-Stewart:  Since March, I’ve been struck by so many people’s 
resourcefulness and creativity in re-imagining important parts of our lives that 
were once typical but now verboten.  Park’s VBS is certainly no exception to 
that!  Park’s VBS Committee did an outstanding job with a tricky task, translating 
“regular” VBS into a meaningful virtual format. 

There were many unexpected blessings of the virtual VBS format, such as: 

~ The way it imbued our entire day.  For our family, we enjoyed diving right into the VBS learnings and activities 
early in the morning.  Truth be told, that simply worked best for our family’s schedule, but as a result, I found we 
would have conversations about the morning’s lessons throughout the rest of the day. 

~ Getting to accompany my children on their VBS journey.  As opposed to being primarily a parental shuttle 
service with “regular” VBS, I was an active participant as a teacher and leader, and I loved witnessing the 
blossoming of understanding and excitement about the lessons of VBS. 

~ My children accompanying one another on their VBS journey.  Due to their age gap, it’s likely in “regular” VBS 
my children would have been in different age groups and therefore separate throughout much of VBS – 
however, in the virtual format, they got to learn, play, experience, and grow together. 

 While they missed the excitement of in-person VBS and of course look forward to that again sometime in the 
future, we fully appreciated the thoughtful, creative, meaningful – and fun! – alternative that the Park VBS 
Committee created for all young families.  For all the blessings, both expected and unexpected – thank you! 

 From Roxanne Walker: We all need some smiles these days, and if you would like to put one on your face, I 
suggest that you check out Park Presbyterian Church’s Rainforest Explorers VBS 
(https://vbspro.events/p/events/parkpres-vbs2020/documents).  Each day that I watched it, I could actually feel 
myself smiling, and I can only imagine that God was smiling right along with me! 

  For the past several months, I have felt God working among all the members of our committee—Barbara 
Anderson, Susan Ivey, Kate Saylor, Andrea Yothers, Pastor Bob, and myself—as we shared our individual gifts to 
create  a fun and meaningful experience for our kids.  In addition, Anne and Mary Berenbrok created our 
rainforest set; Harley Allen, Tom Schaller, Adrianna Wright, Susan Ivey and Sharon Schaller regaled the children 
with Bible stories; Katie Saylor, along with the help of seamstresses Donette Budicak and Cathy Kerr, created 
craft kits and online “how-to’s”; Barbara Anderson chose snacks to coordinate with each story; and Andrea 
Yothers and Elliott Cramer coordinated all the videos and tech pieces for a stellar production! Thanks to all who 
helped bring some “Sonshine” not only to the children of Park, but to children in the community and in other 
states as well! 

From Kate Humphries Lane (daughter of Dan and Anne Humphries) from Ohio: I want you to know how much I 
appreciated virtual VBS and my kids did, too!  What a fantastic idea—so valuable to them since so many of their 
usual summer plans weren’t possible and so special for me that they were able to be connected to Park from 
afar. I was inspired by the inventiveness to make it happen. Thanks so much for it…” 

https://vbspro.events/p/events/parkpres-vbs2020/documents


Outdoor Commumnity Flea Market 

Saturdays, August 22, September 26 and October 24,  
9 a.m.—2 p.m. 
New Sewickley Church 
101 Big Knob Road 
Rochester, PA,15074 
Outside Only—Tents, Tables and Chairs are NOT provided. 

According to county guidelines, social distancing between vendors will be recognized. Food will not be sold. 

All vendors are welcome—$10.00 (check payable to NSPC). For additional information contact Sherry at 724-
513-2214. 

Pop-up Pantry  
Any and all help is appreciated!!  If you would like to help with the daily restocking, 
please contact Bob Davis at rj6davis@gmail.com or contact the  
church office at 724-775-2936.  
Thank You, The Mission Commission 

Financial Update 
During this time of social distancing and the need for streaming of our Church services 
please remember to mail in your pledges and support. The Church’s missions and bills do 
not take time off during this outbreak. Please fill out your giving envelopes and giving 
donations to Park Church. Please fill out your giving contributions with your name, 
envelope number, where you would like it placed, for example: (the chiller, normal pledge 
or another specific area) and then check amount. Thank You!! Then please place in the mail to:        

Park Presbyterian Church, Attention: Financial Administrator, 275 Commerce St., Beaver, PA 15009 

Park Helpers 
We have some individuals who are willing to do a grocery run or a pharmacy pick-up. We also have some young 
adults who might come by and rake a yard or do a little outside work.  Contact Matt Stewart, Elliott Cramer or 
Pastor Bob and we’ll try to connect you. Always remembering, safety first. 

 
Celebrating Birthdays this 

Week: 
Andrea Yothers 22 

Anne Vensel 24 

Gary vanHartogh 24 

Karen Capper 25 
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