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May 14, 2020 

Announcements 

This Weeks Sermon Scriptures Contact Us* 

“Of Whys and Wherefores” 
Rev. Bob Goossen 1 Peter 3: 13-22 

RevGoossen@parkpres.org 
724-775-2936 

*Note: The office is closed until further notice 

 

 

Dear Park Church Family & Friends, 

This morning’s devotional began with this story: "Saydee and his family have an 'open arms and open home' 

philosophy. People are always welcome in their home, 'especially those who are in distress,' he says. That’s 

the kind of household he had growing up in Liberia with his nine siblings. Their parents always welcomed 

others into their family. He says, 'We grew up as a community. We loved one another. Everybody was 

responsible for everybody. My dad taught us to love each other, care for each other, protect each other.’” 

As the session continues to discern the dynamics of returning to worship, ‘when large group gatherings are 

allowed and we sense it is safe’ the principle of exhibiting our shared responsibility for everyone and to love, 

care and protect each other is paramount. I am praying for patience in these days, for each of you and for 

myself.  Keep the faith, stay the course, hold fast to the hope that we have in Christ Jesus our Lord! 

On the bright side we have some amazing items of good news to share.  First we are deeply grateful to Alice 

Watson for her three years of service as our Administrative Secretary.  Alice has submitted, and the session 

has accepted, her letter of resignation so that she may officially retire on May 14.  As we are not able to give 

her a proper celebration please take a moment to send her a card at 200 Westfield Dr. #309, Aliquippa, PA 

15001 

We are delighted to introduce our new Administrative Coordinator, approved by the session on Tuesday.  

Adrianna Wright will be joining the Park staff on May 18.  She will ordinarily be in the office M-Th from 9-1.  

We’ll be giving you a fuller introduction to Adrianna next week.  

We celebrate that Park’s SBA-payroll protection loan/grant has come through and the money is in the bank. 

$24,200 has come in to offset salary costs for three months. We are deeply grateful for this assistance that 

helps us to fully pay our staff during this time. This grant also helps us to reimburse preschool families for the 

time the preschool was closed. And it will free us to be generous in our mission work, especially with 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=1+Peter+3%3A13-22&version=NRSV
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continuing the support of our area partners and to respond to the deep needs nearby, as exhibited by the use 

of our Pop-Up Pantry.  We are especially grateful to Sue Hage and Charlie O'Neill for all their efforts in the 

application process. 

Finally, we invite you to consider joining us for a Virtual Coffee Hour on Sunday mornings at 10.  An invitation 

will come your way to a zoom meeting time on Sunday morning. We’ll check in and chat together for part or 

all of 30 minutes and then be off to worship. Watch your email for this invitation later this week. 

Ever in Hope, Pastor Bob 

Sunday Worship as Park Apart   

You can continue to find us on Sunday at 10, or anytime thereafter at https://www.parkpres.org/swl-sunday-

worship-live. The bulletin for the service can be found on the Sunday Worship page of our site.     

As a reminder, that our worship service is recorded on Thursday to allow time for to produce the video and set 

it up on the web page. If you have announcements or prayer requests please have them to Pastor Bob by 

Thursday at 9 a.m. email: revgoossen@parkpres.org or call/text 724-464-4032. 

Pop-up Pantry Stories 
We wanted to share with you this week some stories our members have shared of their experiences while 

fulfilling the pantry. 

• About 5 people came to donate items.  One was a woman whose family had been members of Park.  

She saw our story in the Times and knew that this is where she had to give. She brought 4 large grocery 

bags. All givers thanked us for doing this. 

• There were about 7 people picking up items.  All were grateful for us doing this.  I had a nice chat with 

an 85-year-old man who said he couldn’t survive without this pantry and he said we were doing God’s 

work, as we all know.  Another man was laid off March 16, filed for unemployment but has yet to see 

$1.00. 

• While we were at the pantry, someone that most of us know, drove up and parked and I looked over 

and waved. The person waved and then quickly restarted the car and drove away. I did what I had to 

do, went shopping, and then returned about 1 1/2 hours later. When I drove up, that same person had 

returned and was picking up some of the items in the bins. I said hello and went about restocking, when 

that person came over to me and tearfully and profusely apologized for being so rude and driving away 

earlier. The person said that (s)he was just so embarrassed that (s)he was having to use the pantry. 

(S)he said that in the beginning of all this, (s)he had donated items from her/his pantry, but now there 

just wasn’t much in those cupboards. With the pandemic, a family member’s job had been put on hold 

and this person’s hours had been cut. Her/his family was struggling. (S)he apologized for being so 

emotional, but then just broke down and cried.   

I spoke with this person and the story goes on. The point I’m trying to make, is that even though this 

happened in the daytime, there may be other people who use the pantry at night only, because they 

may be too embarrassed to be seen. These are not normal times and there are so many people out 

there that need our help. 

Thank You, 

The Mission Commission 

https://www.parkpres.org/swl-sunday-worship-live
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Nesbitt Scholarship Awarded 
With joy we announce that the 2020 E.M Nesbitt Scholarship awardee is Evan 

Linkimer. Evan has grown up in Park Church and has been involved in our youth 

group, bell choir, Vacation Bible School, and mission trips to West Virginia and 

Nicaragua.  An accomplished musician  he plays his French horn during worship.  At 

school, Evan is in the top 10% of his class and is a member of the National Honor 

Society. His time outside of class is dedicated to music; he has been drum major of 

the marching band for two years, is an officer in the music honor society, and 

performs in the show choir, concert and jazz bands, and the school musicals. He will 

attend Penn State and will major in public policy; law school being a future goal. 

Congratulations Evan! 

Featured Books 
Each week we will highlight 1-2 books that are available from the Park library via the 

Park Book Mobile.  If you are interested in any of these books, please complete the 

form on our website:  

https://www.parkpres.org/online-ordering 

Listening to Pastor Bob’s sermon last Sunday, when I heard him mention Jan Karon’s 

Mitford Series, I wanted to do a long exhale! One of the most wonderful features 

about books, is their ability to enable us to travel in both time and place. Since few, 

if any, of us are doing any traveling these days, I invite you to take a break from 

Covid 19 news and travel back to a simpler time with At Home in Mitford.  

Come away to Mitford, the small town that takes care of its own. Nestled in the Blue 

Ridge Mountains, Mitford is a crazy quilt of saints and sinners—lovable eccentrics 

all. Seen through the eyes of Father Tim, the long-suffering Village Rector, Mitford 

abounds in both mysteries and miracles, compelling readers to return again and 

again to this beloved series. In the tradition of James Herriot, Bailey White, and 

Garrison Keillor, author Jan Karon brilliantly captures the foibles and delights of a 

hilarious cast of characters. 

Roxanne Walker 

 

 

Interfaith Prayer Services 

Sunday, May 17, 2 p.m.  

This Sunday afternoon Christian Associates of SW Pennsylvania is providing an 

opportunity for prayer and worship.   

“Together in Hope for Healing: Interfaith Prayers amid COVID-19,” a prayer service 

from Christian Associates together with 24 other community organizations, including 

judicatories, congregations, and others.  The service will be streamed from their 

Facebook page this Sunday, May 17, at 2 p.m. An event post is available at 

https://www.facebook.com/events/1575983309218632/. 

https://www.parkpres.org/online-ordering
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Presbyterian Disaster Assistance 
Presbyterian Disaster Assistance, supported by our One Great Hour of Sharing is 
awarding grants to assist with aid and relief work across the United States. Much of this 
aid is in support of the most marginalized. Read more here 
presbyterianmission.org/story/presbyterian-disaster-assistance-approves-more-than-1-
1-million-in-covid-19-grants/ 

 

 

Park Helpers 
We have some individuals who are willing to do a grocery run or a pharmacy pick-up. I’ve also heard of a few 

young adults with some pent-up energy who might come by and rake a yard or do a little outside work.  

Contact Matt Stewart, Elliott Cramer or Pastor Bob and we’ll try to connect you. Always remembering, safety 

first. 

Cloth Face Masks 
Hand crafted cloth face masks are back in stock! You’ll find them inside the 3rd St door when Pastor Bob is in 

or if you have a key. 

 

Sunday Worship Link 


